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PREFACE. 



In the present time^ one mark of the last days given 
in ancient prophecy^ namely^ that ^^ knowledge should 
be increased,^' has been abundantly manifested. 

No man will deny this^ as far as the question is 
concerning natural science. But the prophet must have 
spoken mainly, if not wholly, concerning spiritual know-r 
ledge; and of it also the present day has witnessed a 
great increase. No new revelation, indeed, has been 
given, but the spirit of interpretation has been bestowed 
Upon the Church, and ^^ things new and old" have been 
drawn forth from the revelation once for all delivered. . 

No new Gospel has been discovered, but elements 
in the Gospel hidden^ -in great measure, from the eyes 
of our fathers for a long time, and well-nigh forgotten 
by all, have been made to shine forth from the Scripr 
tures of truth, and have laid hold of the minds of many. 
f^ He who taketh of the things of Christ, .and sbowetb 



ly IBEFAGB. 

them unto men/ is leading the Church into the con- 
sideration of all that is revealed concerning the Lord 
oiur Saviour. To what He hath done and suffered^ 
(which has been^ in some measure^ taught^) is added 
what He is now doings and what He will yet do at 
His second and glorious appearing. The doctrine con- 
cerning Christy as the Head of the Churchy is pressed 
upon us^ as well as the truth concerning His sacrifice 
of atonement for the sins of the whole world. His 
work in the Church, to prepare a people to reign with 
Him in His kingdom about to be manifested, is taught, 
as well as His personal work upon the earth in the 
days of His flesh, when He fulfilled all righteousness. 

Christ is still preached; but not only Christ Cru- 
cified, but also Christ Risen, and Christ Betumiug in 
glory, to finish His work of redemption. The larger 
&e exposition of God's word granted to any generation, 
the greater will be the honoiur and glory of the men 
of that generation if they profit by it; the more fearful 
their condemnation if they nej^t it. When God gives 
%ht it cannot be embraced without blessing, or re- 
jected without judgment Gt)d has given great increase 
of light unto His people in our day. Let the result, 
through their obedience, be seen unto His glory. Let 
them be bound as a sacrifice with cords to the horns 
of His altar. To help his brethren of every name in 



the great Christian family (where (me Naixie alone should 
h^ found)^ to justify God by beUeving His Gospel^ not 
partially, but in its ftdness, and to understand and 
r^oice in the day of their own< vi^tation^ the following 
Sermons were preached and are now published* The 
first would suggest the consideration of the whole work 
of the Holy Spirit in the Church of God. The second 
would recall to men's minds the idea of the Church 
as the Body of Christ. The third shows the object of 
hope^ for the attainment of which that Body exercisea 
fedth in God. The fourth endeavours to define and 
set forth the subjects of Christ's first teaching. And 
the fifth and last to show the conditions upon which 
God's infallible guidance shall be vouchsafed unto HiB 
Church for ever. 

However these subjects may have been handled by 
the preacher, at least they are suggestive of considera* 
tions. too important to be disregarded by any. They 
point to the sources, they touch the springs of all the 
strength and sufficiency which the Church of God can 
desire; and surely, without exaggeration, it may be 
said, that now^ if ever, urgent need exists for all the 
power and ability which the Church can receive from 
its Almighty Head. As the world grows older, its 
power to resist God increases; its dull in the impious 
warfare becomes more disciplined and more expert* 
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PREFACE. 



Christ hath overcome the world, and the Church, 
laying hold of the resources which are in Him, shall 
overcome also. They who will receive His help shall 
mightily prevail; but shame, and overthrow without 
recovery, shall be the portion of those who enter into 
the conflict with the powers of darkness now arrayed 
over all the «arth against truth and righteousness, 
without the supplies which Christ can ftimislu 

That Ms brethren may be wi«e in time to provide 
for themselves 411 things needed for the crisis unto 
which they are come— all things needed for their 
own salvation ; for the deliverance, if possible, of their 
generation ; and for the praise and glory of Grod, " who 
hath freely given unto us all things in Jesus Christ;" is 
the earnest desire and prayer of him who now bespeaks 
their attention to those subjects of deepest moment, 
upon which he has sought to discourse in the midst 
of them, and which he now commends in this form to 
their most solemn consideration* 
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SERMON I. 

SALVATION : WHAT IS IT, AND HOW ATTAINED ? 

Eph. ii. 8-10. 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves : it is the gift of God : not of works, lest any 
man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which Grod hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them." 

Here is man's want and God's remedy; and the way 
by which the want and the remedy are made to come 
together, that the one may work and the other pass 
away. Here, also, the false way is contrasted with 
the true; and thereby is the true not only positively 
but negatively established. 

There are five heads of this discourse, or five points 
to be explained and enforced. 

1st. To be saved is to be brought into that con- 
dition unto which Jesus Christ hath attained. 

2nd. That which comes from Him, who is at once 
the Saved One and the Saviour, must bring us into 
that condition. 

3rd. That our faith in Him, and what He gives, 
shall make what He gives efiectual for our salvation. 
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4th. That they are rebuked who refuse what He 
gives, and strive without it to make themselves what 
they ought to be. 

5th. That no man knows what we ought to be. 
We are God's workmanship: He knows what He is 
going to make of us. When He hath made His in- 
strument, then will He use it. 

Now to proceed to these points in order. 1st. 
What is salvation? 

There are two ways of answering the question. 
One, by referring to all the passages in Holy Writ in 
which salvation in all its details is set forth, which may 
be called the prophetical mode ; the other, by pointing to 
that creature for which salvation was intended as already 
saved; this may be called the historical mode. This 
latter is the more direct and intelligible way of resolving 
the question, and we have it in our power to employ it 
To give men a full and clear idea of what salvation 
means, we need not now set before them many abstract 
statements, but may call their attention to a fact. Be- 
hold what human nature hath been brought unto in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, and you learn what its salvation 
means. Truth now is not merely an abstract statement, 
taken from even the book of God's revelation. Truth is 
not word alone, but Word Incarnate. Jesus Christ is 
the Truth. Looking at Him, we find the true answer of 
every question in which our eternal interests are bound 
up. So, looking at Him, we see our nature saved, deli- 
vered from the condition into which Adam's fall reduced 
it, and brought into the condition in which God wills it 
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to abide for ever. What the salvation of the ruined 
creature meant was seen, when Jesus raised it in His 
own Person to the right hand of God. When He had 
ascended, then He began to raise His Church to the 
condition whereunto, as a man. He had attained Him- 
self: whatever He did and suffered on the earth was 
introductory to this work, and to it^ in the most accurate 
and definite language of Holy Scripture, is applied the 
term Salvatwru 

The work which Jesus Christ began to do after His 
resurrection from the dead and His ascension to the right 
hand of God, is comparatively little considered in the 
visible Church, yet it is with it especially that our salva- 
tion is bound up, in the statements of Holy Scripture. 
Christ is not only God our Saviour. He is also the first 
saved man — the First-begotten from the dead — ^^^Who 
in the days of His flesh made strong cryings unto Him 
that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in 
that He feared.** God, who was able to save Him, did 
save Him, and set Him on high at His own right hand. 
Being saved, He began to save. God our Saviour 
began to make us partakers of the salvation unto which, 
in His adorable Person, our common nature had attained, 
when that salvation was fully reached. To testify of 
this neglected and almost forgotten part of the Lord's 
operations in behalf of the children of men, you have 
been raised up. Your apparent separation from your 
brethren has grown out of the circumstances into which 
your instruction upon this branch of Divine truth has 
mainly brought you. God would enable you to declare 
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with accuracy, what has been covered with vagueness — 
the work which Christ worketh from the throne of God. 
Christ reconciled us to God by His death : He saves 
us by His life, as it is written, — "If, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life." When the creature rebelled against its Cre- 
ator, reconciliation between them could only be eflFected 
by the death of that which had rebelled. Death recon- 
ciled, and nothing but death. It is not said we were 
reconciled to God by the incarnation of His Son — ^by the 
obedience of His Son — by His blameless life in our flesh 
— but by His death. God, indeed, took the first step 
towards effecting the reconciliation. He loved the 
world. He sent His Son to take our flesh — to make 
it fit to die for the sin which it had committed by making 
it obedient first. That which had sinned against God 
turned away from its sin perfectly in the hands of His 
Son ; and after turning from its sin, and rendering per- 
fect obedience, died because of the sin which had been 
committed in it from the beginning of the world, and 
should be committed in it to the end of time — because 
of the stain which was found in it, in every living man 
save in Him, in whom it was the very image of God's 
holiness. He who created our flesh, laid hold of it after 
it had fallen into disobedience, and had come under the 
curse of death ; recovered it to perfect obedience, and 
then went down with it into death. He was made a 
curse for us. When that which deserved to die died, the 
penalty demanded by God's law was paid ; God's justice 
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was satisfied ; God was reconciled ; He was able to 
bring home His banished one; and He did admit into 
His presence, and seat at His own right hand, that 
which had been driven out from before Him. God 
could not allow that which had sinned against Him to 
sit in His presence until it had died for its sin. When 
that death was accomplished, the door into His presence 
was opened, the vail was rent, and* man could go into 
the holiest of all. 

Christ reconciled us to God by His death. He made 
it possible for God to be just whilst justifying us. He 
made it possible for God and man to stand together, 
without the consciousness of unatoned guilt oppressing 
man, arid the fact of His authority being trampled upon 
with impunity, putting dishonour upon God. God, who 
is the Upholder of law for all creatures, must first uphold 
His own law ; and could not receive into His favour any 
creature of which the law said, It hath not obeyed 
me; yea, rather, it hath trampled me imder foot. If 
law could be violated with impunity, no creature, even in 
heaven, would feel itself secure; obedience could never 
reckon upon its sure reward; and the possibility of 
evading punishment would be a constant incentive to 
rebellion. 

Before the creature which disobeyed could be recon- 
ciled to its Creator, two things were necessary: 1st. 
that it should retrace its steps from the way of disobe- 
dience, and render the obedience required of it by the 
law of its relation to its Maker ; and 2nd. after obeying, 
it must suffier for the disobedience previously manifested, 
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with which it was chargeable. It can stand before God 
on no terms but these — the perfect performance of its 
duty, and expiation of the oflFence previously committed. 
The creature which offended must cease to offend, and 
render perfect obedience for the time to come ; and must 
pay to the uttermost the" penalty due for the offence 
already committed. God's justice could allow no relax- 
ation of these terms." To relax them would be to intro- 
duce confusion into the universe, and to show that there 
was no moral government by God of the world which 
He had made. God's justice exacted the fulfilment of 
these terms. His love and mercy enabled His creature 
to fulfil them. He loved the world, and gave His Son 
unto mankind. The Son of God took human nature, 
and enabled it to fulfil all God required of it ; and when 
in it He had magnified God's law — when He had " con- 
demned sin in the flesh" — when He had fulfilled with 
all man's powers and faculties the will of God — He 
died for us, the Just for the unjust He led human 
nature in the road of perfect obedience ; and at the end 
of the way found the cross upon which it must hang in 
an ignominious and accursed death, because of the sin 
from which it was exempt indeed in Him, but which in 
all others it had committed. 

He who took our flesh, and enabled it to fulfil the 
first requirement of God, did not forsake it till by Him it 
fulfilled the second requirement also. He enabled it to 
live to God. He sustained it in dying to Him. He 
hung in our flesh on the accursed tree. He lay a corpse 
in the stone sepulchre. He was in the human soul in 
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Hades, in the place of departed spirits. God, who could 
not be tempted, was tempted in our flesL God, who 
could not die, went down into death with our jBesh, to 
sustain it there, to deliver it thence. When Christ had 
died and had risen again, then God could put honour 
upon human nature without exciting a murmur against 
His justice throughout the universe. 

We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son. 
God had something against us until then. The sentence 
passed upon us in the day of transgression was not exe- 
cuted until then. After the death of Christ, God could 
no longer say. That creature lives which has warred 
against me in the midst of my universe. Our recon- 
ciliation is not made to stand in the obedience of our 
will to His — that is, in the holy life of Christ; but it 
was effected by His deatL The strife against God on 
our part ceased, indeed, when the Word became Incar- 
nate ; but all the just demands of God upon us were not 
fulfilled till He died. Then was our reconciliation 
effected: then God could begin to bless us. He could put 
His Spirit within us, and prepare us for His kingdom. 

The Son of God identified Himself with human 
nature. He enabled it to obey. He obeyed in it. He 
enabled it to die. Its death was His death. God re- 
wards the creature, not merely for its obedience, but for 
the obedience in it of His Son, who is equal with God. 
He rewards, not merely its death, but the sufferings in it 
of Him who deserved not to die — whose life was not 
forfeited — who laid down His life and took it up again. 
We are rewarded for the obedience of God Himself in 
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our flesh : what that is worth we receive at the hands of 
God. We are rewarded for the death of Him who is 
the Lord of life Himself — the Man who is Jehovah's 
Fellow — who, being equal with God, " became obedient 
xmto death, even the death of the cross." He who was 
with God, and was God, "bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree." God spared not His Son, but freely 
gave Him up for us all. It was not merely innocent 
humanity which suffered for the guilt of the race ; it 
could not make the atonement; but Christ was made 
a curse for us. It was not a righteous man who was 
substituted for sinners, but God Incarnate; first our 
Kinsman, then our Saviour. The blood which flowed 
was the creature's blood, but it had in it the worth of 
Him who had appropriated it — who had identified Him- 
self with it — who had made the two natures of the 
Creator and the creature to be one Person for ever. The 
nature which had sinned died ; the Person who suffered 
was Divine. This is a mystery beyond comprehension, 
but it is a fact abundantly revealed. Received by our 
faith in a moment, it shall exercise our reason throughout 
eternity. 

" If when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more, being re- 
conciled, we shall be saved by His life." When we are 
reconciled unto God, then He can deal with us as with 
His own, to deliver us from all the things which hinder 
us from serving Him, and from finding our happiness 
in Him. Our reconciliation is effected first, then follows 
our salvation. We must be saved from our enemies 
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that we may serve God without fear, in righteousness 
and holiness. Our first enemies are those nearest to 
us, those within us, those which are part of ourselves. 
One foe within a city is more dangerous than many 
without. When Jesus was announced by the angel. 
He was proclaimed as the Deliverer from one class of 
enemies only, as if in their destruction the destruction of 
all others was involved. "Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins." 
Salvation from them being effected, deliverance from all 
other enemies will soon follow. He said to those 
brought unto Him for healing, ^ Your sins are forgiven * 
— you want deliverance from evils; begin with those 
which are chief, which are the cause of all others. Cut 
the roots, and the tree will die ; dry up the fountain, and 
the streams will cease to flow. He who destroyed the 
kingdom of Satan and abolished death, first condemned 
sin in flesh. He first makes us partakers of His holiness, 
and then of His victories over all by whom holiness is 
withstood. He who reconciled us to God by His death, 
lives to save us for God. By that which we receive 
from Him, as the Living One who was once dead, we 
are saved, — and this brings us to the words of the text, 
read at the beginning — "By grace are ye saved." 

Grace is the term by which is named in holy Scrip- 
ture, that quality or attribute in God, out of which all 
His gifts to His guilty creatures have flowed ; also it is 
used to designate those gifts themselves. The same 
name is given to the source, and to the streams which 
issue from it In theological language, the term grace 
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is use<i as the opposite, both of human merit and of 
human power. The one, man's substitute for the atone- 
ment of Christ; the other, for the operation of the Holy- 
Ghost " Ye are saved hy grace ;" that is, not because you 
have any merit to show imto God, but because God has 
shown favour unto you, — ^* Ye are saved by grace ;" that 
is, not by any power which you can put forth of your- 
selves, but by the power of God dwelling in you. The 
latter idea, namely, that of human power, is the one 
mainly negatived by the language of the text, in which 
is set before us the power by which God works in His 
Church, quickening us with Christ, raising us up with 
Him, and seating us with Him in the heavenly places. 
This meaning of grace, as opposed to and negativing the 
idea of human power, is that one which is enforced 
throughout this discourse, and the meaning I would say, 
which is commonly attributed to the word in the lan- 
guage of men, who in using the term grace, ordinarily 
refer with more or less clearness to the working in us of 
the Holy Ghost* 

" By grace are ye saved." By Hie grace, by that 
which was given, by that which He giveth, ye are 
saved. Ye cannot be saved but by that which has been 
given, freely given, given to those imworthy of the gift. 
That which has been given can save you — nothing else, 
nothing less. That which He has given, as He has 
given and giveth, it shall eflFect what He hath purposed. 
Nothing else shall. Our salvation shall be " to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made 
VA accepted in the Beloved." It is literally, to the praise 
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of the gloiy of His grace, wherewith He has graced ua in 
the Beloved — which He has graciously bestowed upon 
us — with which He has favoured us in the Beloved. 
The grace which accrues to us, in consequence of our 
being in the Beloved, is that which saves. What the 
Beloved received from Him who said of Him, " This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased," He 
gives* to those who are beloved in Him. The grace 
which comes to us by virtue of our union with Christ is 
that which saves us. Christ's gift saves us, but just in 
proportion as Christ's mark remains in it. We must not 
modify Christ's gift; we must not add to it nor take 
from it. We must not so alter it that the men who first 
brought it unto us from Christ's hand would not know 
it if they saw it such as we have made it 

What are the gifts to us of the God of all grace? 
Two only, as containing all others — the two witnesses of 
His love. His blessed Son, and His Holy Spirit. God 
gave His Son to be the Saviour of the world — to be the 
Head over all things to the Church, which is His body. 
God and His Son gave the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of the 
Father and of the Son. Who shall mutilate these gifts? 
Shall the first be divided? Is Jesus Christ our Lord 
the portion of His whole Church, or only of one genera- 
tion of it ? Is part of the salvation of Christ Jesus to be 
locked up from some of His members ? Is one happy 
period of human history to know Him by all His names, 
and in all His offices, and are all others to be limited to 
fragments of them? Is not Jesus Christ "the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever?" Well> if this be true 
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of the first gift of the God of grace, is it not true of the 
other also ? If the first Comforter is to be received whole 
and entire, as God gave Him, why not the second also ? 
If Jesus Christ be the same for ever, is not the Spirit of 
grace which flows from Him as unchangeable as He? 
Has not God, in announcing Himself as the Giver of the 
good and perfect gifts, declared that He is without 
variableness or shadow of turning ? It is exactly here, 
as if in direct contradiction to Him, that men allege His 
variableness; yet it is in this connexion that He calls 
Himself " the Father of Lights," who did what He did 
in the fulness of intelligence, according to His clearest 
purpose. How will men, who fear to say that there was 
one Christ for the first age, and a different one for all 
following, dare to make distinctions where the Holy 
Ghost is concerned, who cometh from Christ, perfectly 
to reveal Him from whom He cometh ? The Holy Ghost 
hath to testify concerning Christ — concerning His hu- 
miliation and sufferings. His exaltation and power, His 
kingdom and glory. Who will limit Him to one of 
these themes ? The new song which He hath to teach to 
God's sealed ones includes all three. The Holy Ghost 
has come from Jesus Christ to make us partakers of the 
peace with God, which Jesus obtained for us on the 
Cross — partakers of the life which flows down from Him 
at God's right hand — and partakers of the powers of the 
world to come, which belong to Him as the coming 
King of Glory, and to us as joint-heirs with Him. If 
we will stint the grace by which we are saved, our 
experience of the salvation will be correspondingly 
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stinted. If we abundantly receive of the earnest of the 
kingdom, we shall have an abundant entrance into the 
kingdom itself. We must allow the Spirit of God to 
bear all His testimony, and to do all His work, if we 
would be partakers of the great salvation. 

The Holy Spirit has a double testimony to bear: 
first, concerning God's love towards us in Jesus Christ ; 
second, concerning the things which shall accrue to us, 
the hopes which shall be fulfilled to us, in consequence 
of that love. St. Paul says in his epistle to the Romans, 
" The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, which is given unto us " — that is. He fills 
our hearts with the sense of the love which God bears 
towards us. He shows us the love of God in the death 
of His Son. ^'God commendeth His love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 
This is the proof of His love which God gives, and He 
who carries home this proof to the mind and to the heart 
is the Holy Ghost. Well, as He shows us the love of 
God in Jesus Christ, so doth He show us what, in con- 
sequence of that love, we shall receive in the world to 
come ; as St Paul saith again in the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him; but God 
hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit" .... We have 
received the Spirit which is of God, that we might know 
the things which are freely given unto us of God. 
These are the things which he calls the wisdom of God, 
which he had to speak to those that were perfect; but 
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which he could not speak to the Corinthians, because of 
the spirit of division which prevailed amongst them. 
The spirit which makes a schism in the body of Christ 
was working amongst them ; therefore the Apostle could 
not speak of the glorious things to come, which only the 
Body can inherit. What violated the unity, hindered 
the utterance of the hope. 

As we have to receive the double testimony of the 
Holy Spirit — when He leads us back to the cross to 
learn there the love of God, and when He leads us 
forward to the kingdom to see the fruits of that love — 
to the cross that we may see the price that was paid, 
to the kingdom that we may see the inheritance that was 
purchased — so we have to receive from Him the double 
work which He worketh in ourselves. He beareth a 
double testimony concerning God. He worketh a double 
work in us. He cometh to us as the Spirit of regenera- 
tion, making us over again, according to the new model 
of humanity which is seen at God's right hand — making 
us pass over from Adam to Christ— to deny, to mortify, 
to put away the flesh which we receive from Adam, the 
sinful life which we inherit from him ; and in lieu there- 
of, to eat the flesh and drink the blood of Jesus Christ, 
that we may be made in His likeness, who is the last 
Adam, the man who shall abide for ever. This is His 
first work, but it is not all. The Holy Ghost is more 
than the Spirit of regeneration. He also giveth to the 
regenerate the earnest of the kingdom which Christ hath 
obtained for them. He maketli men the sons of God, 
and showeth unto the sons that they are also heirs, and 
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giveth to the heirs the first-fruits of their Inheritance. 
He raiseth up the body of Christ, and putteth upon that 
body the glory of its Head. He buildeth God's Taber- 
nacle, which is His Church, and then fiUeth what He 
hath builded with glory. 

What was seen in Jesus our Example and Head, 
should be seen in us His members, who are called to 
walk in His steps. What was seen in Him? 1st. He 
was shown forth as the righteous man — then as the 
righteous man anointed with the oil of gladness. The 
man living the life of God first — then the man anointed 
with the power of God. The Church receives from Jesus 
the Spirit of regeneration, whereby she is made righteous 
(she is accounted righteous because of what Christ 
wrought for her, she is made righteous by what Christ 
works in her). Being made righteous by the Spirit of 
regeneration, we are anointed with the Spuit of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind ; which on the right- 
eous is poured out, that they may follow their Head and 
Example in glorifying God. 

The Church has retained the form of this double 
conformity to Christ, this double work of the Holy 
Ghost, in the Sacrament of Baptism, and in the holy rite 
of Confirmation, or Chrism. Baptism is the witness for 
regeneration, and Chrism or Confirmation is the witness 
for the anointing which is superadded to regeneration. 
Baptized men confirmed, or sealed, or anointed (speak- 
ing in sacramental, not in literal terms), are men re- 
generated first, and then endowed with the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost — men made children of God first, and then 
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put in possession of the earnest of the kingdom, which as 
His children they shall inherit. 

The grace which saveth us, answereth to that which 
we have lost What have we lost by Adam's sin ? The 
original righteousness in which we were created, and the 
dominion over the natural creation exercised from a 
central paradise. In Christ Jesus, the grace which saves 
us raises us to a condition of higher righteousness than 
that from which we have fallen, and introduces us into a 
dominion greater than that from which we were driven 
out. The perfect salvation is that which lifts us into the 
image of God, and into His kingdom. That image is 
begun to be formed now in our spirit and mind ; it shall 
be perfected in our body at the resurrection of the just. 
The kingdom is now possessed in its earnest When that 
which is begun shall be consummated, that which is now 
in earnest shall be in full fruition. Those who expe- 
rience the beginning of regeneration will long for its 
finishing. Those who enjoy the earnest of the kingdom 
will long for the full manifestation. God has given you 
clear understanding of this matter. It is your main dis- 
tinction amongst your brethren. It is the secret of your 
strength, and the assurance of your perfecting, if you 
hold fast that which you have heard from the beginning, 
and be not ashamed of your hope. 

Brethren, seek to prove to the uttermost the grace 
by which you are saved ; the grace which is bestowed 
upon you in the Beloved. You are saved by what He 
gave. You have learnt distinctly what He gave. You 
have mourned over its loss. You have sought its 
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recovery. God has blessed the work of your hands. 
He has rewarded your faith. He has heard your prayers. 
Only increase in faith, and become more earnest in 
prayer. Do not say. We have attained, and may now 
stand still. Remember, it was to those who believed, 
and who after they believed were sealed with the Holy 
Ghost, the earnest of their inheritance, that the words 
were still spoken — "By grace are ye saved." "Grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ." You are not to have a smaller measure 
of His Spirit in the end than in the beginning, but rather 
an increase. You are not to know less of Him as the 
Lord and Saviour in the time of the end, than in the 
beginning ; but rather to have that fuller knowledge and 
experience of Hi& grace which the circumstances of His 
Church and of the world will demand. 

" By grace are ye saved." You are saved by God's 
gifts which He has bestowed upon you of His own 
favour, utterly unmerited on your part Only heartily 
accept what He has graciously bestowed: and this brings 
us to the next point, "through faith " — " By grace are ye 
saved, through faith,^^ 

Man lost everything by losing faith — by ceasing to 
trust in God. Recovering his faith, man shall regain 
all — yea, more than he lost. All God asks at our 
hands is, that we confide in Him, and take upon His 
commendation whatever He gives us. " Let not your 
heart be troubled," said Christ to His disciples ; and that 
it may not be troubled, believe in God, " believe also in 

c 
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me." Believe in God, who hath opened up a communicar 
tlon between Himself and you ; trust yourselves hopefully 
to the way which He hath opened. Believe in Him, and 
in what He sendeth to you. You must have, said Christ, 
a double faith — a faith in the unseen Father, and in me 
the visible gift of the Father, sent unto you. This is 
true for ever. Faith ascends and descends by a ladder, 
the top of which is hidden in God, the bottom is on the 
earth at our feet, standing in, resting on, a man or thing 
of God's appointment You are saved by God's gifts of 
grace. But you must understand what they are — you 
must take them for what God says they are worth — 
you must commit yourself with confidence unto them — 
you must lean upon them with your whole weight — 
you must not partly trust in them, aad partly in some- 
thing else. Have faith to begin with, that God knew 
what you wanted — that He loved you well enough to 
provide for your want — that He has accommodated His 
gift to your necessity — then look at, understand, know, 
prove, and appropriate what He has given. God will 
not balk the confidence which is placed in Him. His 
gifts will not fail in the hour of need* In coming to 
God, we need only faith. For the support of our natural 
life we have many senses, by which we go out upon, and 
lay hold of, and appropriate to our use the whole out- 
ward creation from winch our sustenance is derived. In 
the things of religion, faith stands for all the senses — 
every sense is used in Holy Scripture to illustrate it 
By it we approach, we look at, we hear, we receive from 



AND HOW ATTAINED ? 19 

every channel of blessing which God has appointed for 
us. Vain are all His gifts^ if there be not faith to make 
use of them. 

Brethren, are men trusting in what Christ has ob- 
tained for them, and given unto them? He said, re- 
specting His Spirit, " The world will not receive Him, 
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him." The 
world will not look at the gift, — will not form an ac- 
quaintance with Him. Therefore, the world cannot re- 
ceive Him, — cannot put confidence in Him, for what He 
has been sent to accomplish. Many men are found now 
who shout forth, " By grace ye are saved ;" and yet 
they know not,' they care not to know, the provisions 
which are in that grace. They are not trusting in God, 
on the ground of every one of those provisions respec- 
tively, for the good thing which each of them has been 
ordained by God to convey. This hypocrisy shall not 
pass for ever unpunished. God will not allow men for 
ever to mock Him with the profession, " We believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ," while they care not to ascertain 
what the words which they make use of mean. Faith 
in an unknown, an unrevealed God, cannot find the 
allowance now which even in the days of St. Paul it met 
with. Faith in God and in Jesus Christ, His great gift, 
is what we must have. Faith in Jesus Christ, and in 
what He gives, is expected in us. This faith shall fail 
in the last days. He told us it should. Faith abso- 
lutely shall not fail ; but faith in God, as the Giver of 
Christ, — faith in Christ, as the Giver of the Holy Ghost, 
shall fail True faith shall fail, but fanaticism shall 
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abound. The generation which is wisest in its own 
estimation shall be the most fanatical, and do the most 
foolish thing. It shall call Satan God. Mankind, called 
to know God as He is revealed, and refusing to know 
Uim and to trust in Him, shall be given up to strong 
delusion to believe a lie. God is now, peradventure, 
making the final effort to obtain an audience for His 
Son amongst the nations of the earth. He is seeking 
to draw the Church back again into confidence in 
Him. He is making known unto men all the means 
of grace, — all the joints and bands by which the Head 
in the heavens is connected with His body upon the 
earth. Blessed are they who will hearken to His plead- 
ings, — who will put their trust in Him, and in the gifts 
of His grace bestowed upon them. They shall soon see 
His salvation ; but the children of unbelief, hoping first 
for a mighty deliverance from a false god, shall find a 
disappointment to be lamented through eternity. 

We are saved by what God giveth unto us, through 
our yielding to it Men were striving, even in the days 
when this epistle was written, to make changes in them- 
selves which should fit them for fulfilling the end of their 
being, and deliver them from all hindrances in them- 
selves to virtue and happiness. All their pretensions are 
negatived by the words of the text " By grace are ye 
saved through faith, and thxit not of yourselves, — not of 
works, lest any man should boast" What God wanteth to 
do with you can only be brought to pass by the opera- 
tion within you and upon you, of that which He giveth 
unto you in Christ Jesus* There were some who were 
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trying with their own hands to put upon themselves the 
marks of the Israel of God. The life-long conflict of 
Paul's ministry was with sucL In all his epistles he 
contends against them, even against those who used the 
law unlawfully, — ^not to bring them to Christ, but to 
enable them to dispense with Him. But the principles 
which he establishes not only condemn those who cir- 
cumcised themselves, and went back for perfection to 
the precepts of the Jewish law, but those everywhere, 
and in all time, who labour to bring about great moral 
results, ignoring the helps which God has given them to 
such ends, — striving to be good and happy in such a 
way, and on such terms as should not refer the goodness 
and happiness to Jesus Christ To all such St. Paul, 
and the Spirit of Truth which spake by him, declare for 
ever, — You cannot by any works wrought upon your- 
selves, bring yourselves into the condition in which God 
would have you to be. He has taken you in hand to 
make something of you Himself, — He has put you on 
the wheel to turn you off a new vessel, when the Spirit 
of God shall have finished the work in you, for which 
you have been made one with Christ, — then you shall be 
shown to the universe as God's workmanship, the new 
creation which He hath made out of the old. When 
His work shall have been wrought in you, then you will 
know the uses for which you were made, — ^your career 
shall lie before you, — the performance of the good works 
for which God has created you shall begin.' 

^ God created you for good works. Meddle not 
with His work, — hinder it not, — mingle with it no work. 
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of your own, — substitute for His plan no device of your 
own, — but long for His work to be finished, — desire the 
day to come when the end of your baptism into Christ 
shall be accomplished, — when God shall say, " It is 
done ;" I have created all things new. Until an instru- 
ment be made, the works to be done by it are not seen. 
Now God maketh His instrument, — anoriy He will use 
it. "We are God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them." He hath ordained from 
eternity the works in which He will employ His Church. 
He createth us in Christ unto these works. When the 
creation is finished the works, shall begin. We know 
not what these works shall be. They will be the works 
of the heirs of God, — of those whom He setteth as kings 
and priests in the midst of the universe. They will be 
works illustrated by such figures as these, — " The 
righteous ehall shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom 
of their Father." " They that turn many to righteous- 
ness " shall shine " as the stars for ever and ever." 
Who can tell what such language indicates ? 

The workmanship of God is not finished until the 
resurrection. After the resurrection the Church begins 
her proper services. But even now we have the earnest 
of what we shall be. Now the new creation is begun, 
and the good works of Christians are like in kind, 
though not in degree, to those which shall be perfectly 
done when the new creation is finished. The good 
works of Christians are those which it is proper to the 
new creation to bring forth — the performance of that 
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which "is bom of God," — which rules for Him over 
spirit, mind, and matter, — which worships Him with 
every part of His creation, — ^which shines forth from 
Him in all wisdom and knowledge. The good works 
proper to the Church of Christ are not such as virtuous 
heathens could perform, nor righteous Jews under the 
law. They are the works which can be done only by 
those in whom operates the grace which is given unto us 
in Christ Jesus. If we would do good works, — ^works 
which Christ will show unto God as good works, — let 
us seek to be filled with the Spirit of God, which in 
Christ Jesus is the grace that saves us, — ^the gift that 
has been bestowed upon us. If that which has been 
given unto us be in us, the works proper to our dispen- 
sation will be performed by us ; otherwise, not God is 
glorified by the creation which He has condemned being 
hidden, and the new creation which He is forming being 
manifested. He is glorified by men showing what Christ 
can do by them. Many are trying to do good works, 
but they are not labouring first to obtain, — to recover, — 
all that has been given to them by God in Christ, in 
order to their doing the same. 

Brethren, the day of judgment is at hand. Men will 
be condemned by God, not because they did not deliver 
themselves from the evils in which their first father's sin 
had placed them, but because they did not receive, and 
use, what God gave unto them, that they might be 
saved. All other sins will appear as nothing in the pre- 
sence of the one huge crime of having neglected Christ. 
Not a fallen world shall be cast into hell, but a redeemed 
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world refiismg to be saved by its Redeemer. " Despite 
done to the Spirit of grace " shall be Christendom's im- 
peachment. Insult offered to the Spirit, given freely 
by the Father and the Son. What is the insult, but 
the despising of His help? The judgment will come 
upon a world trying to reform itself without the Hdy 
Ghost, — trying to work righteousness without Christ,—, 
trying to save itself from all evils without the help of 
that which God gave. We see the beginnings of it now. 
Within the visible Church, and beyond it, we see bene- 
volence at work to save suffering society. But what 
God gave to save society in time and for eternity is 
passed by. If part of His gift is accepted, part also is 
despised, and the testimony concerning it is treated with 
contempt and mockery. All denominations of religious 
men, — all sections of this modem utilitarian society, 
however they may disagree with one another in many 
things, are in other points unhappily united, — even in 
excluding Christ from the full possession of His Church, 
— in ignoring the grace which He obtained for His 
people, in order to their perfecting, — in shutting their 
eyes most obstinately to that which is the glory, and 
strength, and essentially distinguishing grace, of the 
Christian dispensation. 

Brethren, be purged from their sin, and remember 
this one thing, that there are but two safe positions at 
Christ's coming; either that of manifesting what He 
has given, or of mourning over its loss, and earnestly 
seeking its recovery. Amen. 
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SERMON IL 

THE MARKS OF A SPIRITUAL MINISTRY. 

Gal. iv. 19. 

" My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 

Christ be formed in you." 

There are eminently three remarks which should be 
found in a true spiritual revival in the Church of God. 

1st. The recovery of the idea of the Body of Christ; 

2nd. The re-appearance of the means appointed by 
God for leading it unto perfection ; and, 

3rd. The preaching of the hope for which it is per- 
fected. 

Where the Holy Ghost as a builder is, there must be 
present in men's minds as a practical and real element, 
the idea of the body of Christ. For the work of the 
Holy Ghost in the present dispensation, is to raise up 
and perfect that body. When the Son of God came first 
into the world, a natural body was obtained for Him by 
the power of the Holy Ghost from the substance of the 
blessed Virgin. The same Holy Spirit now prepareth 
for Him a mystical body out of all nations, to be pre- 
sented unto Him at His second and glorious appearing. 
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When a workman appears amongst us, the most 
natural thing is, that he should at once speak of his 
work, and bring forth the tools needed for its per- 
formance, and make known the end for which it is to be 
wrought. When the spiritual work of which we testify 
appeared amongst us about six-aud-twenty years ago, 
we were all found occupied about questions connected 
with individual personal religion, or advocating the in- 
terests of certain religious and moral societies, or dis- 
cussing points of controversy between contending sects 
and parties in the religious world — none of us had a 
practical idea in his mind concerning the Church as the 
Body of Christ We derived that from the Spirit who 
broke silence in the midst of us. When His voice was 
lifted up, the first announcements were concerning the 
speedy coming again into the world of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; the next were concerning His body, which should 
be prepared to meet Him; and afterwards. Apostles 
were called for, and with them all ministries needed to 
prepare the body for the Advent of the Lord. 

"The Lord is at hand "—" Where is His body?" 
and " Where are His Apostles and His fourfold ministry, 
needed to perfect the body ? " Such was the substance 
of the awful and startling utterances which fell upon our 
ears. Whatever marks of outward power and demon- 
stration accompanied those utterances which we heard, 
the substance of them was the main proof that the Spirit 
which spake them, was no other than He whose work it 
is to raise up the body of Christ, and to endow all the 
ministries needed for its edification. 
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Nothing is more remarkable in the history of the 
Christian Church, than the ahnost total silence concern- 
ing the Church as the body of Christ, which has pre- 
vailed since the days of the Apostles. Read the works 
of the Fathers, as they are called, the doctors of the 
Church, from the second and third centuries, to the 
twelfth. Then, take up the writings of the schoolmen, 
who flourished between the twelfth century and the 
Reformation — examine what Luther and the other Re- 
formers in every land have left behind them — take up 
the theological writers of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, even those who witnessed and took part in 
awakenings and revivals of religion in their day — how 
little do you find in them all concerning the body of 
Christ ! yea, in the whole range of human writings upon 
the subject of the Christian religion, how little do you 
find this matter noticed, or if noticed, handled in a real 
and practical way, when you have once laid down the 
Epistles written chiefly by St. Paul I The subject of the 
body of Christ is the theme of his writings. He can 
handle no matter of individual religion, without making 
it deducible from his doctrine concerning the body. 
Wherefore is this ? 

When the Holy Spirit was freely acting through 
ordinances appointed of God for His full operation, the 
doctrine concerning His perfect work was clearly and 
fully taught; when His activity was obstructed, when 
there were not present to Him the channels through 
which He could in fulness flow — the instrimien tali ties 
by which His perfect and proper work could be wrought. 
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He caused silence concerning that work to prevail. 
Those whom He was using most to preserve the fire of 
godliness and piety from utterly dying out upon the 
earth, He still kept silent concerning this main part of 
the mystery of godliness. Paul says, that the doctrine 
concerning the body of Christ composed of Jews and 
Gentiles, was a revelation made known to Apostles and 
Prophets. In Eph. iii. "If ye have heard of the dis- 
pensation of the grace of God which is given me to you- 
ward ; how that by revelation He made known unto me 
the mystery, which in other ages was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy 
Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit ; that the Gentiles 
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and par- 
takers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel." This is 
the mystery, that a body should be made for Christ, and 
that Jews and Gentiles should compose it : that it should 
be the heir of God, joint-heir with Christ ; that unto it 
should be fulfilled the promise obtained in Christ, 
announced by the Gospel. 

This doctrine concerning the body is a revelation of 
the Spirit given unto Apostles and Prophets ; and when 
Apostles and Prophets disappeared, the revelation dis- 
appeared with them, to re-appear with them, and be the 
subject of their ministry, as it was of Paul's, if ever God 
should restore their ministry again unto His Church. 
*^I believed, therefore have I spoken.'* Men cannot 
testify of that whereof they are ignorant. On that which 
has been revealed to them they cannot remain silent. 
"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." 



THE MARKS OF A SflBITUAL MINISTRY. 29 

The true mark of Apostles and Prophets re-appearing 
in the Church, will be their insisting upon that which to 
Apostles and Prophets was revealed. It will be the 
surest sign that the Spirit which spake and acted in 
Apostles of old, is also speaking and acting in them — 
that they have a common work, and a common burden 
— that they both have this evidence that they are sent 
from God; namely, that they have at heart the very 
work next in sequence which God is engaged with, who 
first perfected His Son the Head of the Church, and 
raised Him into heaven unto His own right hand ; and 
then next in order, perfecteth the Church which is to sit 
with Him in the heavenlies, and reign with Him for ever 
and ever. God's work is the completing of His Christ, 
by adding the body imto the head. That must be also 
the work of those sent from God. Knowing and engaging 
in that work is the main proof that God has sent them. 
" My Father worketh hitherto, and I work," said Christ 
— our work is one. Christ worketh, and those whom 
He sendeth work, and their work is one. And the work 
is, now that the resurrection of the head is past, that the 
resurrection of the body may follow in due time. Paul 
gives the truest mark of an Apostle (and, indeed, of the 
whole spiritual ministry), in the text before us. *^ My 
little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Christ be formed in you." 

This longing for the perfection of the body of Christ 
is the true mark of those sent from God, — of those doing 
the work of God. What workman longeth not for his 
work to be completely done? What mother longeth not 
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for her child to be safely bom? The leader of a sect 
desires that his sect may flourish. An Apostle longs for 
the new creation of the Church of God. Whatever 
signs of their mission from Him the ministers of Christ 
may show, (and who can assign the number and limit of 
such signs, seeing that they who have to show them are 
sent of Him who hath all power in heaven and on earth ?) 
their work is this: — to beget this Church and to bring 
it forth — to raise it up and to lead it forward unto its 
consummation. St. Paul illustrates his ministry by the 
double figure of the natural father and mother. In his 
Epistle to the Corinthians he says: " Though ye have 
ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many 
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through 
the Gospel;" and here, in the Epistle to the Galatians, 
he says, " I travail in birth" for you. The begetting 
of the Church is bound up with the Word : the birth of 
it with the Spirit " Begotten by the Word " — *^ Bom 
of the Spirit;" — these are the forms of Divine teaching 
upon this mysterious subject. The Apostle was charged 
with both. The doctrine of Christ was given unto him 
to teach ; the Spirit of Christ was given unto him to dis- 
pense. As the preacher of the Gospel, he wielded that 
power which should beget sons unto God ; as the dis- 
penser of the Spirit, he gave that power by which all 
that was begotten should be born in due time, and pre- 
sented before God in the consummated image of His 
Christ. 

The Apostles called the Church out of the world by 
the Gospel, building it up as a house for God on its most 
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holy faith ; and by ministering unto it the Holy Spirit, 
filled it with His presence in whose name it was gathered, 
in whose word it believed. Christ gave unto His 
Apostles the words of God, and they received them, and 
knew assuredly that He came out from God. They 
minister unto men the word of God received from Jesus 
Christ, and the men who receive the word at their lips 
know thereby that they are sent by Him. They who 
believe and are baptized are bom of God. They are 
begotten of God by the incorruptible seed of His word ; 
they are bom of water and of the Spirit And those by 
whose instrumentality this life is propagated, and this 
birth is effected, are spoken of according to the figures 
which have been referred to. 

The full doctrine which was delivered unto the 
Apostles at the beginning, is needed to form the Church, 
which as a vessel is to contain the fall measure of the 
Spirit, given unto the Church by the imposition of their 
hands. It is the doctrine which gives the shape and 
form unto the Church. "Ye have obeyed from the 
heart (it is written) that form of doctrine into which ye 
were delivered " — into which form ye were passed, as 
melted metal is poured into a mould to receive therein 
its shape — as molten wax receives an impress from the 
seal. " Hold fast the/orm of sound words which thou 
hast heard of me," was the charge given by the Apostle 
to the ministers whom he ordained. 

The first thing which the Apostles had to give to 
men was the form of sound words, the Gospel which 
should give men, individually and collectively, the form 
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demanded by God for His service, and for their happi- 
ness. Those who received their doctrine were baptized 
into Him from whom it was derived, in order that the 
life of it as well as the form should be in them. Those 
who were baptized into Him, believing the doctrine con- 
cerning Him which He gave unto His Apostles, to them 
He gave His flesh and blood to eat and drink. He gave 
them to be made men in His own image, to grow up into 
manhood such as He had made it, escaping from man- 
hood such as Adam had left it To those made men in 
His image, He gave by the laying on of His Apostles* 
hands the Spirit of power and glory, the earnest of their 
inheritance, whereby they might be enabled to serve 
God aright, and to build up His Church, and to deliver 
His creation from oppression of evil ; and to see before- 
hand and to rejoice in with joy unspeakable their own 
inheritance, to be given unto them at the glorious ap- 
pearing of the Lord. But all the blessings which are in 
Christ now, and by Christ in the world to come, are 
sealed in sacramental rite, and given in due time in actual 
fruition, to those only who receive the doctrine con- 
eeming Christ "He that believeth and is baptized," 
saith the Lord. " If thou believest," thou mayest touch 
the water, said His servant If ye hold " the Gospel 
which I preached unto you," said Paul (referring mainly 
to his doctrine upon the resurrection), ye shall stand ; 
yea, ye shall be saved. By it ye stand, ye are lifted 
up from the prostrate condition, ye are set on your feet 
to work, to war, to look up and around, behind and be- 
fore; to be ready for everything which shall happen; 
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to stand and wait for the charges — the commission of 
God. Yea, not only do ye stand by it, but by it ye 
shall be saved, " if ye keep in memory what I preached 
imto you, imless ye have believed in vain." Christ gave 
to the ministry of His Church a tongue of fire and a 
hand of power. These help one another, neither may be 
dispensed with. Those who will not remember Paul's 
doctrine, shall in vain cleave to sacraments which Paul 
administered. Those who will not inherit his faith, are 
babblers when they boast of the succession derived 
from him. 

The Jews boasted in Abraham, but did not reproduce 
Abraham's faith. He saw Messiah's day a great way 
oflF, and bounded exultingly towards it. They saw 
Messiah's day (the first hour of it), already come, and 
they called it a day of darkness and of horror. The 
grace which appeared bringing salvation, they turned 
from, as from death and hell. Therefore it was said to 
them by the Forerunner and by the Lord Himself, 
Boast not in Abraham, you have less right to him than 
the stones at your feet God can make of them children 
of Abraham. They are in one sense nearer to the 
patriarch than you ; they are dead and insensible, and 
incapable of active opposition to that which the patriarch 
rejoiced in. You are alive only to hate and fight against 
your forefather's hope. You have another forefather, 
farther back than Abraham: it is his pride and hatred of 
God, and malice against ffis Christ, that you are filled 
with, and not with the faith of Abraham. Therefore 
boast not in the external unity between you and Abra- 

B 
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ham^ when the internal unity is gone : but tremble be- 
cause of the unity of spirit subsisting between you and 
him who sinned from the beguming, who rejoiced not in 
Messiah's day, but sharpeneth even now against God's 
Christ his most envenomed sting. O generation of 
vipers I through you he shall prevail to give the wound I 
Upon you, if ye repent not, cometh quickly, not the 
day which Abraham saw, and when he saw it rejoiced 
and was glad, but a day of wrath, which shall through 
eternity be still a wrath to come. 

Brethren, if such words were spoken to those who 
boasted in Abraham's name without possessing Abraham's 
faith, how much more terrible denunciations shall fall 
upon the ears and wither the hearts of those who glory 
in apostolical succession, and yet will not entertain 
apostolical doctrine, nor be filled with the apostolical 
spirit! Surely, for them especially, are reserved the 
words which Wisdom shall speak in the last days to 
those who would not receive her invitations, nor be filled 
with God's Spirit : — " Because I have called, and ye 
refused; I haVe stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded ; but ye have set at nought all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at 
your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh: 
when your fear cometh as desolation, and your de- 
struction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and 
anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon 
me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, 
but they shall not find me. For that they hated 
hnowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord. 
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They would none of my counsel : they despised dll my 
reproof." Here is the triple sin — the refusal to hear 
His voice, to receive what His hands would convey, 
to pray to Him for that which He had to give. They 
shall hear His voice uttering the judgment of the wrath 
of God ; they shall receive from His hands fear and the 
whirlwind ; they shall cry to Him when the ear of mercy 
shall be closed for ever. God shall give up unto Anti- 
christ the Apostate Church, and the sin is mentioned 
which provokes the abandonment — " they received not 
the love of the truth." Because they loved not truthy 
their judgment shall be to believe the lie. An " energy 
of wandering" shall be in them, and the end of the 
bewilderment will be a settling down in the " lie " for 
ever. 

On the other hand, the remnant which escapes from 
Antichrist, and is sealed unto God, is saved through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, 
imto which (blessed estate!) he saith He hath called 
you by our Gospel^ to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Our Gospel — the Gospel which 
Paul would acknowledge as containing every element 
which his commission embraced; of which, when he 
heard it, he would say to the speaker, Well done ! that 
is the Gospel which I preached, and the whole of it ; the 
Gospel which summons men unto God, to receive from 
His hands no limited, no partial blessing, but all that 
is comprised in the wonderful language — " the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" That Gospel shall be heard 
again before the day of Antichrist's short-lived triumph. 
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and by that Gospel a people shall be prepared^ not 
merely to escape hell and enjoy pardon^ but to obtain 
a triple glory corresponding with the fulness of the 
Saviour's names ; the glory which it is proper to Him 
to bestow by His name Lord — by His name Jesus — 
by His name Christ — a glory enjoyed by Himself, and 
shared with those who are made anew in His likeness. 
The revival of the full Gospel shall herald the full 
sanctification. It is the rejection of that full Gospel 
which shall provoke the God of mercy to leave the 
unbelievers in the hands of him whose coming is after 
the working of Satan, to perish with him, and inherit 
with him for ever the curse of the Lord God Al- 
mighty. 

The holy sacraments in God's Church will take 
eflFect according as the lively words in God's Church are 
believed. Men will not find the sacraments to be in- 
struments of salvation unto them, irrespective of what 
they believe. That were, indeed, to turn the sacra- 
ments into magical rites. They are covenant trans- 
actions between a true God and a true people. They 
contain in them what He pledges Himself unto, and 
the pledges also with which His people do bind them- 
selves in His presence; what He pledges Himself to 
give, what they pledge themselves to receive, and to 
use for His glory. But these pledges are made by a 
God who has spoken, and by a people who have heard. 
A people who have not heard, what pledges have they 
to make? Will they transact with an unknown God? 
What confidence have they in approaching Him, if they 
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know not His Gospel? A man who is baptized, be- 
lieving the whole Gospel, and one who is baptized, 
believing only part of it, will have a difference between 
them for ever, wide as the chasm in their creed. In 
holy baptism the Church meets even the infant on his 
way to the sacred font with the Apostles' Creed, and 
will not allow the mystic water to touch him (lest it 
should be profaned and he judged) till he has avowed 
his faith in every article of it. Wilt thou believe what 
it hath been given unto Apostles to say, then shalt thou 
receive the advantage of all that it hath been given 
unto Apostles to do. 

Some men are saying in their hearts now, It shall 
be well with us, because we believe the Gospel which 
was preached from the beginning, while they only 
believe fragments of it. Others say. What need have 
we of Apostles and Prophets? Have we not holy 
sacraments, from which we derive life and the sus- 
tenance of it? God will disappoint both those who 
would have but a little of His Gospel, and those who 
would have none of it, but in its place certain rites 
which they could perform by themselves. Let no one 
mis-hearing my words say, that I undervalue the works 
which are done in God's Church, and only esteem the 
words which are spoken in it. I stand for both, the 
whole word and the whole work — for every doctrine 
and for every sacrament, each in its own order — for 
Christ, who fulfiUeth His mission by word 'and deed, 
and cannot be neglected with impunity in any one of 
His offices, in any part of His salvation. 
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Brethren, many men demand signs of revived apostle- 
ship and spiritual ministry ; some dictate the signs and 
wonders which, if present to them, would satisfy their 
minds. The sign of their revival will be the recovery of 
the completeness of Christian doctrine, the recovery 
of the fulness of the Christian spirit. God has given us 
to see the beginning of this recovery; if our faith 
fail not we shall see its progress, and maybe its con- 
summation. We have seen enough to know that no 
partial Gospel will meet the necessities of God's Church 
in our day, and that nothing less than the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost will make men equal to the crisis unto 
the very brink of which they have come. 

The close of the Jewish Church saw the revival in it 
of the highest ministry belonging to the dispensation 
imder which it was placed — the close of the Christian 
Church shall have a similar experience. It was neces- 
sary that the coming King should be heralded in the 
most honourable way by the servants of highest places 
If His first Advent was so heralded, shall not the second 
have like honour ? 

Look again at the figure used by the Apostle to set 
forth his ministry. Does not the mother live till the child 
is born? When the time for bringing forth the per- 
fected Church shall have come, shall not the ministry 
which is as needful for its perfecting, as the mother is 
needful for the birth of a child, be in operation ? When 
Paul wrote these words, the people to whom he wrote 
them, under the influence of evil counsellors, were setting 
him aside. His language to them meant this : You will 
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yet need the help which you are now refusing, you 
cannot be perfected without it. As unreasonable would 
it be to expect the birth of a child without a mother, as 
to expect the perfection of God's Church without the 
ministries which He has ordained for that end. "I 
travail in birth again for you until Christ be formed in 
you." The work must be done over again. The 
original work on your behalf must be repeated. You 
have resisted the first attempt made to " form Christ in 
you ;" that attempt must be renewed, for Christ in you is 
the acme of the present dispensation, and the hope of the 
coming one. " Christ in you the hope of glory.^' Christ 
must be formed in you, and to that end you must allow 
His Ministers, to whom He said, — "He that receiveth 
you, receiveth me," to fulfil their ministry towards you. 
The highest point of Christian teaching is not Christ 
crucified for us, but Christ formed in us. By that 
which descends from Christ, which He gave on the day 
of Pentecost, is He formed in us. He who was appointed 
to convey the Spirit of Christ to his brethren, longed for 
the work to be done, for which he conveyed the power 
for doing it. He besought them not to receive the grace 
of God in vain. He warned them that if they would 
fall aside from the grace, refusing to yield to it, they 
should be bereaved of Christ He would be unto them 
as if He had never been. They would lose Him utterly. 
He prayed for them, that the Spirit might strengthen 
them in the inner man, in order that Christ might dwell 
in their heart by faith. 

The essential Qh9xacter of the Christian dispensation 
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is, Christ formed in us. The Galatians were trying to 
give another character to it. They were substituting 
for Christ formed in us, circumcision wrought upon us. 
If Christians are putting the mark of Christ's cross upon 
us, for Christ Himself formed in us, they are committing 
over again in spirit the Galatian sin. If they are resting 
in Christ's righteousness imputed to us, and Christ's 
substitution for us, and not pressing forward to the 
knowledge of Christ formed in us, they are sinning in 
like manner. They are putting something antecedent 
and introductory in the place of that unto which the 
antecedent and introductory lead up, according to the 
will of God — they are walking on the way of God until 
they come to the object which God has set as the end of 
the way; then they recoil, flee far from the end to 
which their road conducted them, and still pace up and 
down upon the road, exulting in it fanatically, or hypo- 
critically affecting exultation. Men have always run to 
the grave where the Saviour lay — God calls them up to 
the throne where the Saviour, who once lay dead, now 
lives to bless. "He is not here. He is risen." He is 
ascended. Is it not He whom you want? You want 
not a cross, nor a sepulchre, nor a throne, but you want 
Him who was crucified, who was laid in the sepulchre, 
but is now on the throne. Where He is, not where He 
waSf is the place of attraction. Yea, you must not be 
content even with seeing Him on a cross, or on the right 
hand of God. He must be formed in you. Christ in 
you is the hope of glory, the pledge, and assurance, and 
earnest to you, that you will have part and share in the 
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glory that is coming. " Christ in you " is the Apostle's 
longing, the Spirit's work, God's result. 

Men speak of Apostles as if their peculiar work was 
to testify of the resurrection of Christ, and that being 
done other ministers could carry on the edification of 
the Church gathered in the faith of Christ's resurrection. 
This text presents to us another work which Apostles 
were charged with, even the bringing down again into 
the Church the Spirit of Him who had bodily as- 
cended into heaven. Until Christ be formed in the 
Church, not in one part of it only, but in the whole 
Church of God's election, there is work for Apostles 
to do upon the earth. The Apostles were witnesses of 
Christ's resurrection to those who slew Him; but the 
Church, gathered and builded by the Gospel of His re- 
surrection, needed not that Apostles should always pro- 
claim His resurrection unto them, and nothing else: 
but they needed that the consequences of that resurrec- 
tion, in which they were concerned, should be pressed 
upon them after the fact itself was known. Apostles 
had to do more than mere historians. After narrating 
their history they had to apply it. God always employs 
His servants in that which is practical and real. The 
real work to be done when Christ's resurrection was . 
testified of and believed, was to lead those who believed 
in Him risen, to receive of His Spirit, in order that He 
who was risen might dwell in them, and make them 
perfect for the kingdom of God. Apostles raised up 
now would not be literally witnesses of Christ's resur 
rection as the Apostles at first were, but they would 
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have to take up the continuous apostolic work^ which 
is referred to in the text that we are considering. The 
work of Apostles now is not merely to assert unto men 
that Christ is risen^ but to witness and prove unto mea 
that He who is risen dwelleth in His Church, and sane- 
tifieth it wholly unto God. Their work is to preserve 
the Church from, — 1st. receiving the grace of God in 
vain ; and 2d. from falling from it altogether. 

*^ Ye have fallen from grace," are the terms in which 
St Paul described the fearful condition to which the 
Church was bringing itself; yea, had already come, in 
the case of these Churches of Galatia. They had fallen 
from grace, because, with the Scriptures in their hands 
(interpreting them for themselves), they sought to apply 
the laws and precepts of God unto themselves for their 
perfecting, instead of continuing to receive the grace of 
Christ by Christ's means of conveying the same. *^ Christ 
b become of none eflfect unto you," — literally, ye are 
done out from, utterly bereaved of Christ, by the course 
which ye are adopting. Christ, He who gives the 
Spirit, who anoints with the oil of gladness, must with- 
draw His Spirit from you, because ye are turning 
away from those who come to you in His grace, charged 
to convey His Spirit unto you. 

What was the sin of the Ga]atian Church? Re- 
fusal to confide in a minister of Christ, — ^refusal to re- 
ceive an Apostle. This conduct on their part explains 
his dwelling so much upon his own history, upon the 
way of his getting into his ministry, — of the things, 
which happened between him and Peter, — of his beiog 
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strong in the grace of Apostleship when Peter himself 
faltered; He dwelt upon these things, not because it 
pleased him to dwell upon the things which were per- 
'sonal and honourable to himself, but that he might re- 
move their prejudices against his ministry, — that he 
might show to them that God had not willed that the 
Apostolic ministry should terminate with the first twelve 
who were set in it, — that they might cease from aflfected 
admiration of those who were Apostles before him, and 
might by their faith allow him to fulfil his ministry in 
the midst of them. The defence undertaken shows what 
was the nature of the assault. The attack made in the 
Galatian Church was upon God's way of leading His 
Church unto perfection. His way of dispensing His 
grace was resisted. Therefore, the grace was lost 
That it might not be lost past recovery, he who was the 
minister of that grace was compelled to magnify his 
office, — to entreat them to retrace their steps, — to be 
reconciled to God, whose ways they had begun to with- 
stand, and to allow to the Spirit of Christ full liberty in 
the midst of them. 

Paul's protestation in the midst of the Churches 
amounted to this, — God's work has been interrupted 
by your unbelief, but that work must be resumed. As 
the child is shut up in its mother's womb till the day of 
its birth, and derives its strength to be bom from the 
nourishment and force received from its mother, so must 
the Church again be surrounded, sustained, and strength- 
ened, by the ministry of Christ, from which it is now es- 
caping. The sin which interrupted God's work must be 
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confessed and put away. The means of grace which 
were undervalued and dispensed with, must be duly 
estimated and faithfully used, in order that the grace 
may return. The grace must return, in order that the 
Church may be perfected for the kingdom of God. If 
the grace return, the channels for its conveyance and 
distribution will return with it, and the mark of those 
channels will be a confident hope, an ardent desire of 
the performance of the work of God. A desire and hope 
that a work may be finished, are natural to those who 
are conscious that they carry with them the power 
needed for the performance. A mother does not travail 
doubtingly, but hopefully, for the birth of her child. 
The ministry of Christ knows that it has power from 
Him to prepare the Church for His appearing. The 
evidence of Apostleship existing, of the ministries of 
Christ restored, will be the rejoicing of those who re- 
ceive them in the hope of the coming again of the Lord, 
and the putting on by them of the holiness which ac- 
cords with such a hope. 

What is the work of God now ? It is expressed in 
the text by the terms, " Christ formed in you." This is 
the work which was resisted from the beginning. It is 
always God's present work that is withstood in the world. 
His past work is lauded. His future works are pried 
into and invoked. His present work, the practical one 
which applies the test to faith, and demands the service 
of love, is avoided and hated. The present work of God 
is forming Christ in us. His work once was, giving 
Christ /or us. Christ giving Himself /or us is not the 
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whole Gospel. It is the first part of it, the foundation 
of all the rest. They do a good work who preach so 
much from their hearts, believing what they utter. 
They make a beginning, — they who do not preach it 
make no beginning ; therefore, can have no progress nor 
end, which God will acknowledge and bless. But if 
they who preach Christ /or us stop there, they incur the 
censure which Paul passed upon the Corinthians, to 
whom he said he could only preach Christ crucified, and 
who, because he could only preach so much to them, he 
said were babes, — were those fed with milk, and not 
with strong meat, — men who were stopping at the first 
element and not embracing the whole Gospel. 

Christ died for our sins, and took away the curse 
from us upon the cross, where He hung the Just in the 
place of the unjust But when He took away the curse 
from us He only did half His work. After taking away 
the curse it remained for Him to bestow the blessing. 
That He might do it He left the cross, and ascended to 
the right hand of God. From God*s right hand — the 
place of blessing — He blessed in the name of His God, 
in a manner worthy of God. He sent down the Holy 
Spirit, the promise of the Father, that after dying for us 
He might be formed in us. When He shall have been 
formed in us. He will come in glory to be manifested as 
Immanuel, God mth us. This is the full Gospel, em- 
bracing the past, the present, and the future — the Cross, 
the Spirit, and the Kingdom. Christ for us, Christ in 
us, Christ with us. Christ /or us to begin with, Christ 
in us to go on with, Christ wiili us to end with. 
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In the blessed Gospel we behold Christ first as the 
Lamb of God, *^ without blemish and without spot;" 
the Righteous One, in whom God declared Himself weD 
pleased, who satisfied all the demands of the most holy 
Law ; the Righteous One, whom Satan could not by all 
his temptations seduce into sin; the Righteous One, 
against whom His accusers could prove nothing evil. 
Next we behold Him as the "Lamb without blemish 
and without spot," ofiered up on the cross as the Pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world — the innocent 
and holy One shedding His blood for the guilty. After 
this He is seen as the "Lamb that had been slain," 
appearing in heaven before God, " having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth," — that is, the risen and ascended 
Saviour sending down upon His Church upon the earth 
the promise of the Father — the gift of the Holy Ghost 
— which upon the cross He had obtained for us. 
Lastly, He is revealed as the Lamb who overcometh all 
the hosts of the wicked, and introduceth the kingdom of 
God, as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

The full Gospel foUoweth the Lamb whithersoever 
He goeth — findeth Him first upon the earth con- 
demning sin in the flesh, and there openeth the mystery 
of the Incarnation — findeth Him next upon the cross, 
and there proclaimeth the taking away by the death of 
Incarnate God of the sins of the whole world — followeth 
Him from the cross to His Father's right hand, and 
there teacheth concerning Him, as the High Priest 
within the veil, making intercession for His people ; as 
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the Head of His Church, ruling, teaching, guiding, and 
blessing it from heaven. After setting forth Christ the 
High Priest in heaven, and the Head of the Church, the' 
true Gospel discourseth concerning Him as the coming 
King of Glory, who retumeth to the earth again to raise 
the dead, to change the living, to perfect His Church, to 
deliver the creation, to establish over all the outward 
and visible kingdom of God. Wherever Christ worketh 
there must the true teaching wait upon Him, faithfully, 
fully, and plainly to expound what there He worketh. 
Men must be called to behold Him, not only as paying 
the price of their redemption, but as ministering unto 
them that redemption of which He paid down the price. 
They must behold Him, not only as stretched in death 
upon the cross, bearing the curse, but as living to bless 
for evermore. He is not only the feeble Babe in a 
woman's arms ; He is not only that of which the crucifix 
is the image. He was all that to begin with ; but now 
He is the man of God's right hand, highly exalted, 
showing in heaven the marks of His humiliation, and 
bearing the glory which because of it was heaped upon 
Him. And He will be soon the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds of heaven, in the glory of His Father, to reap 
where He sowed — on the field where His sweat dropped 
to find the harvest which shall reward Him for the 
travail of His soul — from the earth into which His 
blood penetrated, to see His Church come forth, in the 
beauty and glory of the resurrection. 

Brethren, the Gospel in the Church on earth, which 
does not contain the full burden of the new song which 
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the beloved disciple heard as sung by the living ones and 
the crowned elders in heaven, is not the full Gospel 
which the Holy Ghost in His fulness can be expected to 
seal. Hear that song : " Thou hast redeemed us unto 
God by Thy blood;" "Thou hast made us kings and 
priests unto our God;" "We shall reign upon the 
earth." That is the Gospel which the great God allows 
to be sung in His presence. Is the first of its three 
elements a fact, and are not the other two elements facts 
as well ? If the reign upon the earth is a figure, why 
not the kings and priests figures also? And if they be 
figures, may not the Redemption too be a figure ? Then 
all substance is departed, the whole Gospel becomes a 
shadow, and all preaching idle and empty sounds. 

Those who dwell exclusively on the first element in 
the Gospel, or treat of the other two in a vague and 
perfunctory manner, are fond of quoting in self-justifi- 
cation the language of our Lord upon the cross, " It is 
finished," Where His work was finished, they seem 
to say, our testimony may finish also. If we preach a 
finished salvation, we fulfil our mission as ministers of the 
New Testament. Anything beyond this may be curious, 
may be interesting, but is not essential to the salvation 
of sinners, who have nought to do but trust in a finished 
work and be saved. This reasoning cannot stand. If 
Christ absolutely finished all His work when He spoke 
the words quoted, then His death absolutely was no part 
of His finished work ; then He was not perfected by His 
resurrection; then He accomplished nothing by His 
ascension ; then what He did on the day of Pentecost 
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was no part of His work for the salvation of men ; then 
the exercise of His High Priesthood in heaven is no part 
of His work ; the performance in His people of all that 
is contained under His name, " Head of the Church," is 
no part of His work ; nor, finally. His raising of the dead 
and changing of the living at the day of His second 
appearing. A meaning, then, must not be strained out 
of one or two texts, which shall render inexplicable the 
whole sacred history. Upon two occasions the Lord 
used the words, " I have finished the work ;" " It is 
finished." First, in His intercessory prayer recorded in 
John xvii. ; secondly, after He had received the vinegar 
upon the cross, according to the narrative in John xix. 
Now if the language of our Lord is to be literally taken 
(as they expound it), in both these passages, one or other 
of them must be untrue, which it is impious to suppose. 
When the Lord used the words, " I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do," He had just given 
the holy Suj^er to His disciples. He had instituted 
that holy Sacrament in which, in the mystery. He 
offered Himself willingly unto God, to be made a sacri- 
fice for the sins of the world ; and gave Himself unto 
men, to whom His flesh should become the bread of ever- 
lasting life, and His blood the cup of eternal salvation. 
These transactions at the close of His life in which He 
fulfilled all righteousness, and of His ministry in which 
He had glorified God upon the earth, signified and set 
forth, not only His death which He should accomplish, 
but the results of it in the perfecting of His Church, 
which should be made partaker of His flesh and blood, 
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and be raised up in the last day in His image. " The 
letter killeth, the Spirit giveth life," In one sense 
Christ's work was not finished when, at the close of His 
ministry, before His passion and death, the holy Eucha- 
rist was celebrated ; in another sense, the whole mystery 
of God was then accomplished. The sufferings of Christ 
and the glory that should follow were fully represented. 
When the Lord said upon the cross, "It is finished," 
He evidently meant that the types which should be 
accomplished before He could yield up His spirit unto 
His Father were now fulfilled. The last of them, the 
receiving of gall and vinegar from those whom He was 
dying to redeem, being exhausted. He cried out with a 
loud voice, "It is finished," and yielded up His spirit 
unto God. The sixty-ninth Psalm, which He meditated 
upon the cross, terminates the recital of His sufferings 
with the words, " They gave me also gall for my meat ; 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink." He 
who learned from holy Scripture how to confound all 
temptations of the devil, learned also from the Book of 
God when to raise His shout of triumph, and to yield 
His spirit into His hands in whose name He had con- 
quered. He finished the fulfilment of the types con- 
cerning the indignities to be endured by Him at the 
hands of man during His life, when He tasted the vine- 
gar ; but He finished not the whole work which on man's 
behalf He had undertaken. Some part of that work had 
not then begun ; some remains yet to be accomplished. 

In conclusion, I desire to say, that if in past times 
God blessed men greatly who held His Gospel, but par- 
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tially, men who in love to Him, and zeal for His service, 
outstripped greatly many whose light has been much 
brighter than theirs — now He causes ignorance to pass 
away, and presses His people into the fullest measure of 
truth. Our duty is not to fall back upon the measures 
which were given to our fathers, but to rise up into the 
measure which is granted unto ourselves. We live in days 
of progress — consummations of good and evil are at our 
door. In the present time, when natural knowledge is 
greatly increased, spiritual knowledge is increased also. 
The Spirit of God is taking of the things of Christ, and 
is showing them to His Church. He calleth upon all to 
be enlarged. He would have all men to be blessed up 
to the measure of the power of Christ to bless. There- 
fore, every ordinance by which Christ in the heavens can 
hold communion with His Church upon the earth. He 
bringeth forth, as the growing faith of God's people is 
able to bear His operation by it He is urging us to 
appreciate what was obtained for us upon the cross, and 
to yield ourselves to the power from on high which was 
bestowed upon us on the day of Pentecost ; in order that 
when He comes again, for whose coming the whole cre- 
ation groaneth and travaileth, we may be able to receive 
what He will then bestow; being found, not to have 
neglected or despised, but to have joyfully welcomed and 
appropriated what precedently had been given. Amen. 
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SERMON m. 

THE SPECIAL OBJECT OF FAITH IN THE PRESENT 

DISPENSATION. 

Heb. xi. 1. 

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen." 

Here are the two marks of the faith which pleases God. 
It presses forward to that which is coming, and inward 
to that which is unseen. It does not dwell in the past, 
and rest in the visible. The Hebrews were doing these 
two things — dwelling in the past, and stopping at the 
visible. They believed that God had done wonderful 
things unto their fathers — that He had sent unto them 
angels — that He had raised up unto them deliverers — that 
He had sustained them by miracles — that He had given 
them a land in possession, which was the glory of all 
lands — that He had proclaimed to them His law — in- 
stituted amongst them His priesthood — set up in the 
midst of them His tabernacle, and builded His temple — 
ruled them by His kings — spoken unto them by His 
prophets — vouchsafed to them His own presence — a glory 
in the midst of them, a wall of fire round about them. 
All the facts of their precedent history they received and 
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exulted in, and all the institutions set up amongst them 
they trusted in, according to their literal and visible 
signification. 

They did not press forward unto the end — they did 
not pierce into the hidden meaning. The Hebrew Christ- 
ians partook of the spirit of the Hebrew people, and it 
was to save them, if possible, from the ruin which that 
spirit would lead them into, that the Apostle gives this 
definition of true Christian faith — rather, true Divine 
faith, which is now under our consideration. Gentile 
Christians as well as Hebrew Christians need to be told, 
that the faith which pleases God is not that operation of 
the mind which lays hold of some past wonder, already, 
and long previously, become a fact of history, and dwells 
exclusively upon it. They also need to be told, that not 
visible institutions, but the inward grace signified by 
them, is to be the object of confidence. The corruption 
of Cliristianity which makes it forget its future, and let 
go its inward power, is intimated and guarded against, in 
this definition of faith as ** the substance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not seen." 

The Hebrew Christians, when they embraced Christ- 
ianity, expected to find in Christ one who would repro- 
duce under new circumstances their glorious past history, 
and conserve their visible polity — who would enable 
Israel to keep their law, and hold their land, and enjoy 
their national pre-eminence. The whole scope of this 
epistle is to destroy such an illusion, and to show them 
that the Christian's faith is the confident expectation 
of a future, whose condition no eye hath seen, nor ear 
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heard^ nor the heart of any man hath formed a true con- 
ception of. Christ is not come to re-produce the past 
and to conserve the visible, but to introduce a con- 
dition of things of which the past was a shadow, and the 
visible a type. What the Hebrews expected that Christ 
would perpetuate, the Apostle told them was decaying, 
and waxing old, and ready to vanish away; and going 
beyond them and their peculiar system, he teaches that 
all things made must be shaken, in order that Christ's 
kingdom, which cannot be shaken, may remain — that the 
God of Christians is the consuming fire, before whom the 
old heavens and the old earth must pass away, that all 
things may be created new. Faith in every age does 
not look backward, but forward; it does not attach 
itself to anything visible, as that which shall continue, 
but anchors itself in the unseen and unalterable. The 
Hebrews did not reject Christ altogether, but they laid 
Him imder restraints — they abridged His liberty of 
action — they confined Him within the limitations of 
their system — they required that David should go out 
unto the battle in Saul's armour — they imposed con- 
ditions on the Spirit of God which He could not accept 
That which they did was written for our learning, that 
we might not do likewise. They were reproved, that 
in the light of their reproof we might keep our feet from 
the snare of the enemy. 

Every nation which has received the Gospel has in 
succession endeavoured to force its character upon Christ, 
instead of deriving its character entirely from Him. Now 
that sects have multiplied over the whole earth, each 
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sect expects that the Spirit of God will be coateuted 
with the instrumentality with which it furnishes Him 
for the service of God, and the glory of Christ. The 
Dissenter saith. What can the Spirit of Christ desire 
more than this, that every man be a good Dissenter? 
The Anglican would limit the Holy Ghost to the pro- 
duction of good AngUcans, and the Romanist sees no use 
in the power of Christ, except to put life into his image. 
The Holy Ghost would give to the Church the form, 
the power, the holiness, and the hope of the body of 
Christ Men resist Him herein, and demand that He 
should reproduce Protestantism, Romanism, Medieval- 
ism, Monkery, Anti-Nicene Christianity, or some form 
of the past ; put power into it, and establish it for ever. 
Like the Hebrew Christians, every sect has some past to 
recall, some visible present to conserve. To secure 
these objects of their own, men would gladly be holpen 
by the Spirit of Christ ; but they withhold from Him 
their confidence when He passes beyond them. But in 
opposition to all this, true faith is ever pressing forward 
to the attainment of the perfect condition, counting 
nothing done till all shall be accomplished. A man 
who hath taken in hand to build a house, that he may 
have a habitation for his family, is not satisfied when the 
foundation has been laid and the walls have been 
builded. Notwithstanding these important works, he 
cannot inhabit his house till more be done ; and he has 
no rest till what remains to be done is added to what has 
been accomplished already. Faith embraces the whole 
purpose of God, and rests in no stage of the fulfilment of 
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that purpose, how important soever it may be. The 
Apostles were rebuked when they would build taber- 
nacles upon the Mount of Transfiguration. The ancient 
Churches were reproved, because they would not ad- 
vance beyond the condition in which they could only 
have addressed to them that part of the Gospel which 
belongs to the doctrine of the cross. 

Christ's first discourse fixed upon the minds of the 
faithful for ever two great results, imtil the attainment 
of which faith should be ever making progress — Re- 
generation, and the Kingdom of God. He said to men 
for ever, trust in God for these two things — give Him 
no rest till He bring them to pass. As Abraham- hoped 
for the birth of the child of promise and of miracle, so 
are you to hope, till by the mighty power of God, 
according to His promise, you be ** born again" in the 
full import of the words. As Abraham, even in death, 
relinquished not the hope that he should yet possess the 
land which God had promised unto him ; so believe ye, 
that when your regeneration is finished, God will give 
you the kingdom. Christ Himself has come for these 
two objects. He has in His own Person brought hu- 
man nature into that condition unto which all who believe 
in Him must be conformed; and He has received at 
God's hands His kingdom, to be manifested in due time. 
These are the two objects for which we are to trust in 
Christ. We are baptized into Him for these two ends. 
He has undertaken to make us like God first, and then 
heirs of God with Himself. First, a son is bom, bearing 
the image of his father ; then, in due time he attains to 
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the inheritance of him from whom he has sprung. A 
son partakes of his father's life before he can enjoy his 
father's estate. He is nearer to his father as his son, 
than he is as the possessor of all his father's goods. 
Christ gives us the nearer relationship to God first, the 
remoter and consequent one afterwards. For these two 
things we receive Christ, and submit ourselves unto Hinu 
They who know not this twofold purpose of God con- 
cerning themselves, know not of what use is His Christ, 
nor what they have to expect at His hands. 

The regeneration is begun in this life, but it is not 
finished in it. It is finished indeed upon the earth, but 
it is not finished now. The first creation of man took 
place upon the earth, and the second likewise. God 
came down and took the dust of the earth into His hands, 
and made of it man, and breathed into man the breath of 
life. God came down again, and took the creature, not 
into His hands, but into intimate union with Himself, and 
He abode with it upon the earth until its new creation 
was finished. He begins our regeneration now, when 
He brings us unto faith in His Gospel, and baptism into 
Himself. He will perfect our regeneration when He 
raises us from the dead, or changes our bodies at His 
appearing, with that change which is equivalent to 
resurrection. As the regeneration is begun in this life^ 
so is the kingdom. Christ rules over that which is 
regenerate, and by it over the whole man. He gives to 
the regenerate, in proportion to their faith, earnests of the 
universal dominion which they shall exercise in the 
kingdom of God. The earnests of the dominion cor- 
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respond with the dominion itself. Christ and His Church 
shall rule over spirits in the world to come ; therefore, 
control of spirits is one of the present gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, bestowed as an earnest of the kingdom in its 
fulness. Mind and intelligence shall be informed and 
guided by Christ and His Church in the kingdom of 
glory ; therefore all gifts of tongues and interpretation of 
tongues, of prophecy and manifold utterances of speech, 
are now in the Church, as other and distinct earnests of 
that which is coining. We shall rule over matter ; the 
fifth kingdom shall be on the platform where the four 
preceding kingdoms were set up ; and because we shall 
rule over matter, gifts of miracle were bestowed upon 
the Church. The kingdom to come ia^ the kingdom of 
life and holiness; therefore, the healing of sickness, 
and the cleansing from sin, are given now as earnests of 
that kingdom. In proportion as the Church enters into 
the experience of the first part of regeneration, and longs 
for the sequel, the earnests of the kingdom can be en- 
trusted to her in largest measure. 

Baptism is in the Church of God, and so is the 
laying on of hands. Baptism is for regeneration, the 
laying on of hands is for the confirmation of the rege- 
nerate, by the gift of the earnest of their inheritance. 
Shall the former be expected to result from baptism, 
and shall the latter not be hoped for from the laying on 
of hands? Is baptism a real transaction, from which 
God will cause real consequences to flow, and is the 
laying on of hands an idle rite ? In almost three-fourths 
of the visible Church, the mystic Chrism is applied to 
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those who have been previously baptized. What does 
the Chrism mean? Is it not the outward and visible 
sign of the inward and spiritual grace of the anointing? 
What is the anointing ? The power of the Holy 
Ghost following the life of the Holy Ghost. Who 
were anointed of old with the sacred oil? Prophets, 
and Priests, and Kings. They were first men, true men 
of Israel, circumcised according to the law ; then were 
they anointed that they might have power to b^ 
Prophets, and Priests, and Kings before God. What is 
anointing in the Christian dispensation? That which 
was seen first in Him who is the Head and Substance of 
it. He was first the righteous Man — then was He 
baptized; and after His baptism, when He was praying, 
the Holy Ghost came upon Him. The Holy Ghost who 
came upon Jesus at His baptism, is the true anointing in 
the Christian Church. Jesus is the righteous One, who 
also received the anointing. We are made partakers of 
His righteousness, and of His anointing. As the rights 
eous One, He loved the will of God; as the anointed 
One, He was mighty to do it. When He had been 
anointed. He went about doing good ; casting out devils, 
healing the sick, preaching the Gospel, comforting the 
afflicted, working on the Sabbath day the works of which 
the Sabbath was the type. His Church, loving the will 
of God through participation of His righteousness, should 
seek to perform that will worthily and efficiently, through 
participation of His anointing. Why are we not par- 
takers and manifesters of Christ's anointing ? Because 
we are scantily partaking of His righteousness. In past 
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ages of the Church, men have striven to make themselves 
righteous — some are striving still everywhere to make 
themselves righteous. They cannot partake of Christ's 
anointing. Some, and especially in these last days, are 
satisfying themselves with the imputation unto them of 
Christ's righteousness, without receiving from Him in- 
herent, actual, personal righteousness also. They can- 
not allow room for the anointing of Christ to act, for 
that flows forth, not upon those who are merely seeking 
to be safe, but upon those who being loved, do love, and 
desire to serve Him who hath loved them. 

Righteousness in the Jewish Church was conformity 
to the prescript law. Righteousness in Christians is the 
possession of love, which is the fulfilling of the law. 
They who love God and man are righteous actually. 
Jesus Christ, for whose sake we are accounted righteous, 
and treated as righteous, whilst we are yet sinners, also 
makes us that which for His sake we are accounted. 
When we are His, He puts His first mark into us, which 
is love. When we love, we long to serve God whom we 
love, and to help man whom we love also. As we long 
to serve God and help man, we desire the most efiectual 
means for both objects. Christ maintained God's cause 
with powers which God Himself bestowed. We long to 
serve God in a Christian manner. The Church has got 
into the condition of serving God and man, not with the 
powers which Christ bestowed upon her for these ends, 
but with the strength which nature, and the natural 
faculties when improved, supply. If this evil condition 
were understood and deplored, we might hope to see 
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revived in the Church the true motive power, and the 
true power for performance, — Christ's love, and Christ's 
anointing. Those who are baptized and confirmed 
should be zealous that the things correlative to baptism 
and confirmation, namely, the life of God and the power 
of God waiting upon His life, should be seen in active 
operation. Where the outward signs remain, surely an 
appeal shall not for ever be made in vain, for that which 
is signified by them. Those who have lost the outward 
testimony are, perhaps, hardest to be awakened to the 
importance of that to which the testimony pointed ; but 
amongst them, too, a distinction is to be made between 
those who cast off the forms, because opposed to the 
spirit of Christianity, and those who, desiring to cherish 
the spirit and power of religion, have turned away from 
outward rites, which through unbelief the hypocritical 
and superstitions have used, not as vehicles of grace, but 
as substitutes for it 

Regeneration and the Kingdom, both partially ex- 
perienced now, are in their fulness the things hoped for, 
of which faith is the substance or confident expectation. 
Faith waits for them, and waits for them in their due 
order. In every age men have striven to separate what 
God has joined together. The kingdom without regene- 
ration, or before it, or after partial attainment of it, has 
been the delusion of Jews and Christians. The Jews 
expected the kingdom of God at Christ's first appearing. 
Christians have hoped for it, and do hope for it, before 
His second Advent The early Church thought the 
predicted kingdom of God was come when the Roman 
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Emperor embraced the profession of Christianity. The 
Medieval Church saw the kingdom of God established 
when a Bishop became Prince of the kings of the earth. 
Another error has been to connect the glorious kingdom 
with the disembodied state^ and at length it became an 
article in the creed of the Roman Church that disem- 
bodied saints are reigning with Christ, who hath a risen 
and glorified body. In modern times, in the very day 
in which we live, the hope of the religious world is, that 
Christ shall spiritually reign, and that the glorious 
prophecies concerning His kingdom from the beginning 
of the world shall be fulfilled, by a universal diffusion of 
the Gospel, before the second Advent of the Lord and 
the resurrection of His Apostles and Prophets of old — 
of His martyred servants and holy followers. Faith well 
instructed avoids all these errors, confidently expects the 
two great events which God has set before us as our 
hope — the change which shall perfectly conform us 
to the image of Christ, and the kingdom which all shall 
see and enter into, upon whom that change shall have 
passed. These are the future things, which are no 
picture of the imagination, no mere vision of brightness, 
but substance and reality, even now, to all who have true 
faith in Him who has undertaken to accomplish them. 
They are unseen as yet, but proven and assured to faith, 
as if they were already come. Faith has laid hold of 
Him who represents both the world which has been and 
that which shall be. He apprehended the old creation 
and made it new. It may be said, that what is coming 
is substantially present unto us ; for it is one with Him 
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unto whom we are united, who giveth us His flesh to 
eat and His blood to drink. The unseen is bound up 
with Him in whom, though now we see Him not, yet 
believing, and having communion with Him, we rejoice 
with joy unspeakable, and full of glory. 

Faith, then, is mainly exercised about that which is 
future. The future is in the hands of God — with re- 
spect to it, we have only God's promises to trust to. 
Faith is, trusting in God that He vidll bring to pass 
something which has not yet happened. The things 
which have happened already, are taken out of the 
domain of faith. They are facts of history, which have 
been made patent to sense in one generation, and are 
demonstrable to reason for ever. The things for which 
we trust in God are things which have never yet been, 
how intimately soever connected, and one with the things 
that are past We do not trust in God now for the 
Incarnation of His Son. That Incarnation has become 
a fact, and we bless Him for it. We do not trust in Him 
for the reconciUation of the world unto Himself by the 
death of His Son. Christ has died, and by His death 
we have been reconciled to God. We thank God for 
His unspeakable gift. We do not trust in God for the 
giving of the Holy Ghost We praise Him for the gift, 
and we beseech Him to incline our hearts to yield en- 
tirely to His good Spirit, whom He hath given unto us. 
The gift of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, to be 
with the Church for ever, is a matter of fact, and history 
hath recorded it But we trust in God that He will 
send Christ the Lord a second time into the world, to 
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save us unto the uttermost This Is the act of God 
which is next in sequence. This ih that great part of 
the revealed purpose of God which is yet future. The 
curse has been taken away from us by the death of 
Christ The Holy Ghost has been sent unto us by Him 
who is alive again^ and seated at the right hand of God. 
But the end to be accomplished by the death of Christ, 
and by the gift of the Holy Ghost, is not yet seen; for 
that we wait until the second and glorious appearing of 
our Lord. Faith forgets not the acts of God which have 
become facts, but learns from them His character, and 
derives from the knowledge of them strength for in- 
creasing firmness of trust in Him, for the future things 
which they have preceded and prepared for. We go to 
the past to know God in the things whereby He has 
made Himself known, in order that, knowing Him, we 
may entirely trust in Him, and wait for all that He will 
yet do, to make Himself known unto us more and more. 
We ought to have greater confidence in God than any 
of those who have lived before our day, because we 
have seen the greatest number of those acts of God 
by which He inspires His people with confidence in 
Himself. 

Abraham did not see the cross of Christ ; He did not 
read the page of the book in which God fully reveals 
His name. That page has been opened to us. We have 
seen the greatest proof of God's love — that which He 
Himself declares to be the proof of His love — as if 
nothing else did prove it *^ God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
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died for us." " Herein is love ; not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins." Love inspires confidence; we 
learn the love of God from the cross of Christ It is 
there God Himself teaches it In the death of Christ, 
we see the love of God eflecting the reconciliation — in 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, we see Him hasting to bless 
those whom He hath reconciled. " He that spared not 
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him freely give us all things?" The first 
part of this munificence of God we saw in the Cross, when 
He spared not His Son, but freely delivered Him up for 
us all; the second part in the gift of the Holy Ghost, in 
whom God gives unto us all things — the Spirit of God 
Himself, of the Father, and of the Son, and the earnest 
of the inheritance of all things, which with the Lord we 
shall enjoy for ever. God commending His love to us 
by the gift of all things, and more wonderfully by the 
Gift by whom all things were obtained for us, layeth us 
under obligations to trust in Him. Our faith ought, in- 
deed, to be the confident expectation of things hoped for,, 
seeing that such is " the manner of the God," from whom 
we have to hope for them. 

If many were asked. What is the faith of the Gospel? 
they would answer at once — that "Christ died for our 
sins, and rose again for our justification." Brethren, the 
faith of the Gospel is not the acceptance of any one fact, 
or of several facts concerning the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
but it is belief in Himself, trust in Him that He will do 
for us all that His triple name teacheth unto us. When' 
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a minister of Christ would teach concerning the work of 
he Holy Spirit — concerning the constitution of the 
Church — concerning the hope of the kingdom — or con- 
cerning the sacraments and institutions of God^ given 
unto His people — such persons say. You are encum- 
bering the simplicity of the Gospel with many strange 
elements. God's way is more direct and summary. He 
said to an awakened sinner in the beginning, "BeUeve 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
But they do not consider the meaning of those words. 
They interpret faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, to mean 
faith in some fact recorded of Him. Faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not faith in a work, but in a Person — 
fsuth in a Person who hath many works to do, correspond- 
ing with, and heralded by, the names which He bears. 
Our faith shuts us up to the receiving from Him all that 
He hath to give unto us, according to His name Lord — 
all that He hath to do in us, according to His name 
Christ — and all the deliverance which He will effect for 
us, according to His name Jesus. To trust that some- 

I 

thing which He did and suffered shall be imputed to us 
in the last day, and that because of the same our sins 
shall not be remembered against us, is not that which 
God encourages us to do. He does not command us to 
repose upon a work which shall be imputed unto us ; but 
to put ourselves into the hands of a living One, God in 
our flesh, that He may do all the things for us that He 
hath undertaken to do. He hath cleansed us from our 
sins by His blood, in order that, having done this. He 
might make us kings and priests unto God, mighty to 
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serve God in the Holy Ghost, through the anointing 
wherewith kings and priests are anointed ; and He hath 
made us kings and priests, in order that when He comes 
again we may reign with Him, and worship with Him, 
at the head of all that we reign over. The first two 
parts of this series are the present possession of the 
Church, and the last in the enumeration is the proper 
object of our trust in God. The context of the Scripture 
before us teaches this, where it is written — " For yet a 
little while, and He that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry." " Now the just shall live by faith, but if any 
man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition, 
but of them that believe to the saving of the soul." Here 
it is shown to us, that the faith by which the just lives 
is, that " He that shall come will come." Not that He hath 
come, but that He will come. He hath come and made 
us just by His life in our flesh, by His death upon the 
cross, and by sending unto us the Holy Ghost. Having 
made us just. He gave us a hope which none but the 
just can entertain ; and the just live by faith that He will 
fulfil that hope. That *' He that shall come will come," 
is the faith of the just, or of the righteous; and the 
reason why any have not that faith is, that they are not 
righteous. Men will not allow the Lord to make them 
righteous, and so they cannot hope for that which is pre- 
pared for the righteous alone. Some render this passage, 
*^ the just by faith shall live." This is true also. Men 
become righteous through faith, and in no other way. 
Jesus Christ maketh those righteous who put their trust 
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in Him ; and they who have become righteous through 
trust in Him shall live, when death — even the second death 
—shall overtake all others. Whether the rendering of the 
passage ought to be, " the just shall live by faith," or, 
'^ the just by faith shall live ; " the promise to the just is, 
that " He that shall come will come ; " and he that dra weth 
back unto perdition, is he who careth not for that pro- 
mise — who shrinketh back from Him that is coming — and 
refuseth to be saved by hope. The refusal to hope for 
His second Advent is that which will discover the entire 
want of faith in Christ, of which the visible Church in 
the time of the end shall be found guilty. " If any man 
draw back," saith God, *^ my soul shall have no pleasure 
in Him;" he draws back unto perdition. God hath 
pleasure in those who have received His Son — who have 
received deliverance from guilt and fear, and hatred of 
their God, at the cross — who have received power to be 
holy from the crucified One, who is raised from the 
dead, and seated at God's right hand ; and who wait for 
Him from heaven, that they may receive at His appear- 
ing what God hath yet to bestow. If the Church stretch 
hot forth her hands to receive what Christ is coming 
again to give, it is because she has not received into 
her bosom what He has already given; and God, the 
bountiful giver, hath no pleasure but in the cheerful 
receiver. 

Soon was the effort made in the Christian Church, 
to eliminate the very test of faith in the Christian dis- 
pensation, — to take from faith its characteristic of being 
** the substance of things hoped for." We have an in- 
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stance in this Epistle to the Hebrews, that the best men 
may easily overlook the exact teaching of God in this 
matter. The whole force of the practical application of 
this epistle has been weakened by a mistake of the trans-» 
lators. It is a wonder that this mistake was made, and 
that it should escape observation so long. Let us read 
the whole passage to which I refer, that my meaning 
may be made clear. It is in the tenth chapter, begin- 
ning at the nineteenth verse : *^ Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way which He hath conse- 
crated for us, through the veil, that is to say. His flesh ; 
and having a high-priest over the house of God ; let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering ; (for He is 
faithful that promised ;) and let us consider one another 
to provoke imto love and to good works : not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is ; but exhorting one another : and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching." I have read the 
whole passage, that the eflect of the mistranslation of one: 
word, and an error ia the punctuation, may be apparent 
to all. The words rendered, — " And our bodies washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of Our 
faith without wavering," should be rendered thus, — 
** And having our bodies washed with pure water y let us 
hold fast the profession (or rather the confession) of our 
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hope without wavering." This reading accords exactly 
with the best Greek MSS. 

Such a mistake could not have been made* and 
adhered to^ if great indistinctness had not prevailed in 
men^s minds as to a point on which there is in the word 
of God the most remarkable precision. By the mis- 
translation^ repetition and confusion are introduced into 
the passage; but when correctly rendered, the great 
force and exactness of the language appear. The Church 
was beginning to lose confidence in the Lord, and, like 
Cain, Adam's firstborn, to flee from His face. The 
Apostle tells the Hebrews the reason of this. They were 
conscious of evil cherished in their hearts. He calls 
upon them to be delivered from it, as those for whom a 
sacrifice had been oflered, and for whom an High-Priest 
was interceding. He says. Begin by obtaining clean- 
ness of conscience, — confess your sin, whatever it is, 
that defiles your heart as a stain, — that oppresses it as a 
burden, — lay your hand on the propitiatory sacrifice 
which God has given, — the Lamb of God, — and the 
High-Priest will sprinkle your heart from an evil con- 
science with His own blood. Let Him first wash the 
stain of guilt out of you, and lift the burden of fear from 
you. Then come as cleansed ones, in full assurance of 
faith. Come to God with open and confiding hearts, — 
put away mistrust and misgivings. Come to Him, ex- 
pecting from Him — what? The accomplishment of the 
hope which He has given unto you, — avow your hope 
without wavering, — be not ashamed of it, — be ready to 
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give a reason of it, — literally, an apology, a defence of 
it Turn not from your hope, change it not; (the 
Spu'it knew where the wavering would be, where the 
change would be made, even in the hope, and He warned 
against it.) Confess your hope, your expectation, that 
Christ will come again, and make all things new, — that 
He will come to make the visible pass away, and the 
past to be forgotten, — to bring unto you a kingdom 
which cannot be moved. Confess this hope, and you 
shall not be disappointed ; for faithful is He that hath 
promised. Let your faith rest upon his faithfulness, and 
the glorious hope, of which your faith is the confident 
expectation, shall soon be realised. Only one caution is 
expressed, — Let us hold fast the avowal of our hope 
with washed bodies. 

There are three things insisted upon: 1st. Hearts 
full of confidence in God, because delivered from their 
guilt and fear by the blood of Jesus Christ ; 2d. Holy 
men,— holy inwardly, and holy outwardly, entertaining 
the glorious hope ; 3d. Those who have this hope, loving 
all who partake with them in it, and showing their love 
by all good works, especially by assembling together (as 
they who love rejoice in all opportunities of meeting the 
objects of their love), doing this more and more, the 
nearer the day approaches. These are the three parts of 
this most earnest, practical exhortation to faith, hope, and 
charity. Faith raised to its highest pitch by the know- 
ledge of the love of God in the cross of Christ, — hope 
preserved from wavering, being held by those whose 
bodies are washed with pure water, — and love made to 
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increase and overflow in all good works, by the members 
of the Chm*ch looking upon one another, and assembling 
together for worship. 

Vigorous faith, holy hope, loving, constant, united 
services, — these must be the marks of a flourishing 
Church. Shall they not especially distinguish the 
Church which knows that the day of the Lord is ap- 
proaching, and which is zealous to be found without 
blame before Him in love at His appearing? 

Faith in the Christian Church is especially *^the 
substance of things hoped for." The ancients who ob- 
tained a good report through faith received not the 
promise. Figures, types, earnests of it, they received 
from God; but the promise itself they obtained not 
Jesus Christ first entered upon it, when manhood in 
His Person sat down at the right hand of God. The 
faith of the Church must be added unto His. The 
faithful wife must follow her husband. The change 
which He hath attained to must she reach; then the 
promise of God will be obtained. Christ's faith was 
'^ the substance of things hoped for," seeing it is written, 
that " for the joy that was set before Him, He endured 
the cross, despising the shame." He works in us the 
faith which was in Himself. " If ye, then, be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God." What are the things 
which are above, with which we have to do? They are 
the things of which we have testified in this discourse 
— Regeneration, and the Kingdom. There is Jesus, the 
Man with whom God is well pleased We must receive 
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glorified humanity from Him, in lieu of this body of 
humiliation which now oppresses us. He must give 
back unto us our flesh, such as He hath made it We 
must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of 
Man, that we may be raised up at the last day. Re- 
ceiving humanity from Him (and not glorying in it as 
we have it from Adam), we shall receive with it all the 
glory which God has added unto it. We see in heaven 
a Man ruling over all at God's right hand. We must 
be made partakers of what we see. '^ When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory.'' 

The faith which God expects from the Christian 
Church, is such a faith as that which accounts for the 
creation of the world. Reason cannot account for it. By 
faith we know that the world was made out of nothing, 
by the word of God. Christian faith expects to see a 
new world created out of nothing — less than nothing — 
vanity itself. God expects to find in His Church the 
faith of Abel, who brought unto Him the acceptable 
sacrifice, and found favour through the blood of another 
than Himself — the faith of Enoch, who gained the 
highest prize by pleasing God perfectly — the faith which 
shall first walk in the Spirit entirely, and afterwards be 
crowned with translation— the faith of Noah, who 
builded the ark, the type of the Church which attains to 
resurrection, signified in baptism — the faith of Abraham, 
who saw the day of Christ, and gave up every thing in order 
to receive it back perfect in that day — the faith of Sarah, 
who was not hindered by the consciousness of barrenness 
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from hoping for the oflFspring which God had promised 
— the faith of Isaac and Jacob, who respected not per- 
sons, but looked upon them and dealt towards them in 
the light of God — the faith of Joseph, who sought not 
posthumous fame amongst the Gentiles, but that he 
might share the destiny of God's chosen, and that his 
bones might rest among theirs — the faith of Moses, whose 
heart was set on the deliverance of God's people, and for 
the sake of it renounced the prospect of greatness and 
honour among the Egyptians, which lay before him — 
the faith of Joshua, who spared not God's enemies, but 
overthrew them, trusting in God's might and doing 
God's bidding — the faith of Rahab, who loved God's 
servants, although they came commissioned to destroy 
her race — the faith of the Judges, who were the light of 
their brethren in evil days — the faith of Samuel, by 
which God was able to make an old condition of His 
people pass away, and to make a new one appear — the 
faith of David, who waited for his kingdom, and ad- 
ministered it always as God's servant — the faith of the 
Prophets, who spake God's words, carrying their lives in 
their hands, and suffering the loss of all things for their 
faithful testimony — finally, the faith of Jesus Himself, 
who was delivered from death, attained to the resurrec- 
tion, and received at God's hand the kingdom which 
cannot be moved. 

Let us pray to God to give us this faith. ** It is the 
gift of God." The disciples of Christ prayed that He 
would increase their faith. He rebuked them not for 
it, but rather so spake as to make their prayer more 
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earnest; for He said. If ye have faith, ye shall do 
greater things than I do ; ye shall remove greater ob- 
structions out of the way of the appearing of God's 
kingdom^ than ye have yet seen removed. Ye have 
seen a fig-tree withered — your faith shall remove a 
mountain. Let us therefore ** lay aside every weight, 
and the sin that doth so easily beset us." Whatsoever 
hinders us from trusting wholly in God, from yielding 
to His Spirit, from going forth to meet the Lord our 
Saviour, let us seek deliverance from it. Yea, let us 
count it as dross in comparison with Him of whom it 
would bereave us. God can deliver us from our luke- 
warmness, and enable us to take the kingdom of heaven 
by violence. Let us wait upon Him to do it for us — 
to perfect our faith, and to show us His salvation. 
Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 

REGENERATION, AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

John, ii. 23 ; and ill. I, 2. 

" Now when He was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast 
day, many believed in His name, when they saw the miracles 
which He did. But Jesus did not commit Himself unto 
them. But there was a man of the Pharisees, the same came 
to Jesus by night, and said unto Him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God." 

In the text it is declared expressly to whom Jesus would 
not commit Himself, and it is intimated to whom He 
would draw nigh, and with whom He would abide. He 
turned away from those who merely wondered at His 
miracles. He drew nigh unto him who desired to know 
Him as a teacher. By the words which He should speak. 
He would give a greater proof of His mission from God 
than by any works of power which He should perform; 
and He took pleasure chiefly in them who sought to 
know Him in His highest oflBces and greatest works ; 
who would enable Him to manifest Himself unto them 
by His highest names, the Wisdom and Word of God. 

Before proceeding further in the application of the 
truth set before us, in the portion of Holy Scripture 
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proposed for our consideration, I am very desirous to 
guard against the possibility of misapprehension, as if by 
anything I should say I might seem to underrate the 
importance of any manifestation of the Almighty, by 
which He should vouchsafe to give unto men a sign of 
His present power and goodness. Whatsoever manifests 
a present God, strengthens and comforts the hearts of 
the godly, and tends to awaken to righteousness those 
who are forgetting Him from whom they have received 
all things, and to whom they must render an account of 
all things which they have received. The working of 
miracles is one of the gifts of the Holy Ghost, bestowed 
upon the Church on the day of Pentecost The gifts 
then bestowed, we are assured by St Paul, were given 
unto the Church as earnests of His kingdom, not to be 
taken away from her by the will of God, until that shall 
come of which they were the earnest. They were not 
the earnest of some condition of things which came to 
pass when the canon of Holy Scripture was completed, 
nor when the Roman Empire ceased to persecute and 
began to profess Christianity, nor of any condition of 
human society which prevailed under the Popes, or which 
appeared at the Reformation, or which characterises what 
is called the period of advanced and advancing civilisa- 
tion. They were not the earnests of an inheritance to be 
obtained in possession by the saints, when any of these 
events should take place — but of the inheritance to be en- 
tered into and enjoyed by the whole man, after the expe- 
rience of his total deliverance from the evils which came 
upon him in the fall of Adam ; that is, after the resurrec- 
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tion of the body, as well as after the regeneration of the 
soul. The gifts of the Holy Ghost are called ^* the powers 
of the world to come," which God hath put under men, 
not under angels. Their use in the Church is not only 
that the saints may have an earnest or foretaste of their 
inheritance, but also that by them a demonstration 
may be made that the world to come is to be put under 
man redeemed by Christ, incorporated into Him, and 
made to bear His image. They were given to be signs 
of the world to come, till that which they signified 
should itself appear. The world to come is not put 
under the saints of the first generation exclusively, 
but under the saints of aU generations, from the first 
prea<5hing of the kingdom untU the last believing in it 
Therefore, as the world to come is not the guerdon of 
one generation only, neither are the signs of it They 
belong to all who believe that God has given them a 
kingdom, and united them unto Christ, in order to be 
prepared for its possession and enjoyment The Holy 
Scriptures assign a limit in time for the exercise of the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, but that time-limit is the whole 
length and breadth of time itself, from the day of Pente- 
cost until the day of the second Advent of Christ, to take 
His kingdom. Love, and faith, and hope, shall live, said 
the Apostle, as long as God himself endures ; these are 
the eternal conditions of relationship to Him in His 
redeemed creatures. No time shall ever come when to 
love Him shall not be the supreme, the essential law, of 
our being ; and if to love Him, then to trust in Him — 
to hold by faith in Him all that we have derived from 
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Him — and trusting in Him^ to hope for more and more 
for ever from His exhaustless fulness. 

Love^ faith^ and hope abide, said the Apostle, but gifts 
shall cease. When? . "When that which is perfect 
shall come." When will that be? When that which 
God has promised shall be accomplished — when that 
which Christ hath undertaken for His Church shall be 
finished — when He shall have perfected His people for 
that whereunto they are called, and shall have perfected 
for them that which they shall receive at His hands. 
Christ was perfected when He rose from the dead. His 
body shall be perfected by resurrection, or that which is 
tantamount thereunto, by translation. When, therefore, 
that work of resurrection and translation shall have been 
effected, then shall that which is perfect be come. The 
gifts of the Spirit do not cease by the will of God until 
then. But what gifts ? Those enumerated in the con- 
text: (see 1 Cor. xiii.) Prophecy, tongues, knowledge, 
the supernatural signs of the Holy Ghost's presence 
and operation. When that which is perfect is come, 
the partial and occasional signs of that which is perfect 
shall pass away. Why ? Because when that which is 
perfect is come we " shall know as we are known ;" we 
shall see face to face ; we shall have attained to the con- 
dition of the perfect man, full grown " to the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ" Has this condition 
of things appeared yet in the world's history ? Do we 
yet see Christ face to face ? No, verily. " Now we see 
Him not ; but believing " in Him, " we rejoice with joy 
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imspeakable." Do we yet know as we are known? St 
John answers, No. "It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be ; but we know, that when He shall appear we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Are 
we yet men in full maturity and stature ? An essential 
part of our abiding manhood we cannot see, until " our 
vile body be changed into the likeness of Christ's glorious 
body, by His mighty power, whereby He is able to sub- 
due all things imto Himself." A disembodied soul is 
not a man in His completeness. A righteous soul in the 
body of humiliation is not the man conformed to Him 
who is at God's right hand, and is made heir of all things. 
But a soul regenerated in holiness, and a body glorified, 
constitute the perfect man whom God and the universe 
'wait for. The gifts of the Holy Ghost were given to the 
children of God for the whole period of their nonage, 
that they might learn by them, as in a glass darkly, 
what they shall know fiilly in the world to come. They 
see as in a glass, and know as by a riddle through means 
of them, the things which anon they shall behold, not as 
reflected and signified, but palpably and substantially 
present. It is no wonder that the image of the glory to 
which we are coming by Christ Jesus should have passed 
away from our minds and hearts, and many images of 
jealousy have taken its place within us, when the mirror 
in which it should have been continually reflected has 
been either covered with a dark covering, or taken 
away altogether : when the riddle — the interpretation of 
which is the manifoldness of the blessedness awaiting us 
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— was not present for love to ponder and find its solution, 
but was cast out to make way for man's doubt-suggesting 
reasonings and vague declamations. 

All the gifts of the Holy Ghost were given for the 
edification and comfort, for the rest and refreshment, of 
** the Church of God, in its journey through the wilderness 
which it must traverse between its baptism and the 
kingdom ; into the hope of, and preparation for which, 
it was baptized. The Church should desire to see every 
sign of God's presence which belongs to the dispensation 
under which she is placed; to " come behind in no gift, 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ; " wait- 
ing hopefully for the Lord, because dutifully and thank- 
fully enjoying what He has already given; not having 
thrown away contemptuously His first gifts, and yet 
greedily stretching forth the hand for the next ; aflecting 
to welcome the kingdom, with the earnests of it trampled 
under foot, and the witnesses of it slain in the King's 
presence. 

Men are bound to believe what is true because it is 
true, and not because a miracle commends it. But the 
heart which has embraced what is true clings to it with 
a firmer hold, and grows into it by a stronger root, from 
every fresh token given that He from whom it has 
received it is indeed the Lord God Almighty. When 
the disciples saw the miracle of the Lord at the marriage 
of Cana in Galilee, their faith in Him was increased. 
The record says, " He manifested forth His glory, and 
His disciples believed on Him." So is it for ever. By 
the gifts of His Holy Spirit — by His powers and signs 
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— He manifests forth His glory, and His disciples believe 
on Him. The miracles wrought by Christ in His 
Church are not only 4signs of His presence and power, 
but they do of themselves confirm what His Gospel 
states. Every miracle is a disturbance of the present 
order of things, and so far a proclamation with the 
Gospel, that the present state of things must be disturbed 
— that it is not the abiding and permanent condition 
with which God is well pleased — that something has 
happened to the natural which demands and necessitates 
its destruction. Every miracle which suspends for a 
moment Nature's law — which stops at any point its 
orderly onward progress —is the boom of a bell which 
sounds its coming doom. It is a shaking of the earth 
and heavens which now are before they are removed for 
ever, in order that the new heavens and the new earth 
which cannot be shaken may appear. 

It is remarkable, that in the history of the world 
the utterers of God's truth are first beheld bearing 
miracles in their right hand, when God calls His typical 
people out of the typical land of oppression and house 
of bondage into the typical inheritance; and again, and 
more fully, when by His Son He calls them into the 
possession of the true inheritance. His people are led 
into their rest by signs which proclaim, that to find 
them a habitation aU things must be created anew — 
they themselves new bom, and all things bom again 
for their enjoyment A miracle proclaims to the earth 
that its tenure of rest is broken, that its doom is 
fixed, and that in any moment may come its dissolu- 
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tion* Proclaiming this to the earthy it calls upon all 
men to fear God and give glory to Him ; and to the 
saints it says — ^^ Seeing, then, that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat" — looking for 
** the new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." The miracles by Moses and by Christ 
seemed to announce — ^ New inhabitants are prepared for 
God's universe — the habitations must be changed as 
well as their inhabitants. The house which sin occu- 
pied must be taken down and rebuilt, before righteous- 
ness can dwell in it. God has begun to move His people, 
therefore the whole earth must be moved.' Miracles 
which disturb and break up the status quo of nature are 
appropriate heralds of their advance to their kingdom, 
in whom nature shall die and be renewed again unto 
existence more honoured and glorified. 

But whilst miracles and all manifestations of God's 
power by the Holy Ghost confirm the faith of those 
who already believe in the truth which God has re- 
vealed, and leave without excuse, and under great 
aggravation of guilt, those who will not hear God's 
voice and be taught of Him, after they have seen 
His mighty works ; yet they do not make the word 
of God more true than it was when unaccompanied 
by them. They draw attention to the Speaker, but 
His speech must stand or fall by itself. The word of 
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God carries its own evidence with it Light does not 
require something else to prove that it is light. Men 
who will not receive God's word will never know Him^ 
what signs soever of His power and goodness they may 
witness. Men who will suspend their assent to God's 
truth until some miracle shall be performed for them^ 
to give them warrant to believe it, do make God un- 
worthy to be believed upon His word, and make that 
which He accounts the highest manifestation of Him- 
self to be dependent for its essential attribute upon 
inferior and subordinate manifestations. God will not 
work miracles to convince those who say that His word 
is not convincing. Men who reject God's word cannot 
believe in Him by any other means. To those of old, 
who wanted wonders to persuade them to give heed to 
God's word, the Lord made him to say who had be- 
lieved the word without a sign — " They have Moses 
and the prophets, let them hear them. Nay, father 
Abraham," said the unbeliever in the power of God's 
word, " but if one went unto them from the dead 
they will repent; and he said unto him. If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded though one rose from the dead." It became 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, who believed God's 
word, and waited not for its confirmation by a miracle, 
to yield himself wholly unto it, thus to answer the un- 
believing Pharisee, who had no faith in the power of 
God's word itself, but expected some great results 
from certain means by which its truth might be at- 
tested. It is written, ^^ Faith cometh by hearing, and 
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hearing by the word of God. How shall they hear 
without a preacher? How shall they preach except 
they be sent?** Those whom God sends. He sends to 
produce faith by being the bearers of His word. He 
hath not promised, if His word in their mouth be 
despised, that He will enable them to work faith in men 
by some other means. 

The Lord did not entrust Himself to those who 
saw, and wondered at, and received His miracles, be- 
cause they knew not the doctrine concerning Himself, 
and would not learn it; and to those who were doubtful 
concerning His doctrine and the source of it He said — 
*^ If any man will do God's will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God or whether I speak of 
myself." Christ's mighty works were lost on those to 
whom His words were spoken without effect * Nineveh 
shall judge you,* He said ; * for Nineveh repented at the 
preaching of Jonah. A greater than Jonah preacheth 
unto you. The Queen of the South shall judge you ; 
she recognised wisdom in Solomon's words — a greater 
than Solomon speaketh unto you.' 

How ineffectual is all demonstration of God's power 
to bring into submission to God, and faith in Him, those 
who would not hear His words, has been abundantly 
shown in the history of God's Church from the begin- 
ning. The most stupendous miracles were wrought 
by Moses in Egypt, in escaping from Egypt, and in the 
ifrildemess ; yet the people who witnessed them perished 
in unbelief, on the very borders of the land of promise, 
the fruits of which they saw. The generation which 
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saw Christ's miracles hanged Him on a tree. They 
called Him a deceiver — one in collusion with evil 
spirits, and working His wonders by their power. The 
people who saw the Apostles of Christ coming unto 
them in the grace of Christ, preaching the Gospel unto 
them with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, 
bearing into the midst of them and bestowing upon 
them the powers of the world to come, afterwards for- 
sook them, renouncing them for pretenders and de- 
ceivers. The Corinthians, after all they had seen in 
Paul, demanded still a sign of Christ speaking in him. 
The Galatians turned from him, and joined themselves 
to those who practised witchcraft upon them. Paul 
marvelled at it, considering the signs of mission from 
Christ which he was enabled to show unto them. Not- 
withstanding God's miracles by Moses, He was rejected 
by those to whom He sent His servant Notwithstanding 
His miracles by Christ, those to whom He sent His 
unspeakable gift despised His love. Notwithstanding 
His miracles by the Apostles of Christ, the very Churches 
which they builded and filled with God's power, as the 
tabernacle of old had been filled with His glory, turned 
away from them, and forfeited the grace of God by for- 
saking them, rather than by cleaving to them retain it 
Those who demand miracles in order that they may 
believe truth, should consider these things, and reverse 
their order ; — first believe what is true, and then wait to 
see in God's time the signs which follow. For signs 
follow them that believe. The more the signs do follow, 
the more is God glorified, the Lordship of Christ wit- 
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nessed unto, and the kingdom of the saints and the nature 
thereof illustrated. 

But the Lord would not commit Himself to those 
who would follow Him merely on account of His mira- 
cles. He would not be safe in their hands. They 
would abuse God's greatest gift, striving to do with Him 
something difiFerent from that which God had purposed. 
They would make Him a king before the time. They 
would make that passover spoken of in the text, like the 
first which had been instituted. Not the first-boni of 
Egypt alone should then be slain to let Israel go free, 
but all the nations of the earth should be sacrificed to 
their fury. The Lord would not yield Himself to the 
fanatical worshippers of mere power; but to those who 
will be taught by Him, He will commit Himself. He 
turned away from the multitude, with its ignorance, its 
excitement, and its flattery, that He might give His time 
and attention to a single man who was anxious to be 
taught by Him. The Lord bad turned away from the 
people, from Israel His own nation; but here is a teacher 
of that people, waiting upon Him for instruction. He 
will turn to him, and explain to him the reason of what 
He has done. He will show to him the terms upon 
which He can dwell with men. He will define to him 
the sort of men by whom He is minded to be surrounded, 
and proclaimed king; the chosen multitude in the midst 
of whom He will execute the judgment written. A 
teacher of the people shall learn why their homage is not 
now accepted, and all teachers for ever shall have a 
summary of Christ's teaching, given in this first lesson. 
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concerning the things in which their disciples must be 
instructed ; and by which they mu9t.be prepared for His 
taking pleasure in them, and admitting them to witness 
His judgments, and partake of His kingdom for ever. 
It grieved the Lord to turn away from the multitude. 
It was refreshing to Him to find even one of their teachers 
to whom He could explain the reason why He did so. 
Alas I there is but one teacher coming unto Him. Why 
not a multitude? The teachers of that day were un- 
willing to be taught, yet they much needed it. They 
were further departed from the light of God than any 
of the teachers who had misled Israel in preceding gene- 
rations. They were emphatically the blind guides. It 
was under them that Israel would fall into that fatal 
ditch of which the Lord spake. These were the teachers 
who knew not, when presented to them. Him of whom 
the law and the prophets spake — the fulfiUer of every 
type, the substance of every figure. A reformed, an 
enlightened priesthood, zealous for the law, boastful of 
the Scriptures, chargeable with no gross idolatry — as 
compared with the disorder and defilements of their pre- 
decessors, a house '* swept and garnished," — should be so 
ignorant as not to know Messiah when He would look 
them in the face, seeking their recognition. They would 
look at Him, and see in Him no features of God's image, 
but would pronounce that in His person Satan embodied 
stood before them. 

How ignorant were Israel's teachers at this time of 
boasted light and improvement I One alone of them is 
found suspecting that ignorance, and coming to the light 
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that it might be cleared away from his soul. Jesus, 
who did not commit Himself unto the multitude, will 
tarry for him. Perhaps He may be able to commit Him- 
self unto him. He will commit the truth which He 
hath unto him first, and then He will commit Himself. 
Who receives Christ's word, into that man afterward 
Christ Himself will come, and will dwell in him. 

Nicodemus said, * I am come to you, because I know 
that you are a teacher sent from God. I infer that 
from your miracles. The sight of what your hands have 
wrought, fills me with desire to hear what your tongue 
hath to speak. It is because you are a teacher I have 
come unto you. I am sorely in want of a teacher. My 
mind is perplexed. None but a teacher come from God 
can take away my perplexity.' Nicodemus was an ex- 
ception to the multitude of scribes, and priests, and 
rulers, who needed no teacher — who were themselves 
swift to teach all, slow to learn from any, although pro- 
foundly ignorant of what God was going to do in their 
day. The most wonderful work He ever wrought was 
then being enacted before their eyes, yet they discerned 
it not. They knew not the day of their visitation, 
although boasting their descent from Abraham, who was 
the friend of God, from whom God would not hide what 
He was about to bring to pass — yea, to whom He re- 
vealed the end of all His doings, even the day of Christ 
itself. But, Nicodemus wanted to be taught. Like all 
his countrymen, he expected the kingdom of God. Here 
is one who can tell him something about it. He sees a 
wondrous man before him, whom he can hail as a teacher 
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sent from God. He might be able to call Him more — 
even the Messiah Himself. ^ But^ then^ if He be Messiah, 
why does He not come with Messiah's great sign ? Christ 
comes with all the angels of God, to set up His kingdom* 
He comes to judge the nations, to dye His garments in 
their blood, to tread them in His anger, to trample them 
in His fury. He comes as the stone cut out without 
hands, to smite the great image on its feet He comes 
to bum the fourth beast, because of the proud words 
which the little horn, which groweth out of its forehead, 
hath spoken. This man has begun to do none of these 
things ; my brethren, therefore, all say that He is a de- 
ceiver. They disregard all other signs of mission from 
God which he showeth, because they see not this sign 
of judgment Let me not be rash. Perhaps they are 
ignorant of some point of doctrine which would explain 
this difficulty. I will go to Him; I am sure God's power 
is in His right hand ; I may find God's truth upon His 
tongue. I long to hear a teacher speaking with clear- 
ness and certainty. We have all become dark and un- 
certain.' 

Well, to Nicodemus, who acknowledged Jesus as a 
teacher sent from God (he ought to have been able to 
profess more, still the Lord accepted him as an honest 
man who had some light, and sought increase of it) ; to 
him Jesus proceeds to give a deeper proof of His being a 
teacher sent from God, than even His miracles furnished. 
The subjects upon which He discourses, evince His 
mission from God more clearly than any miracles could. 
He has come &om God, indeed, who can tell what has 
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been in God's mind from eternity, in respect to those to 
whom He has come. Jesus pronounces the two words 
which God wants to have spoken, and explains them as 
God would have them to be explained. Regeneration 
and the Kingdom, rightly understood, are the whole coun- 
sel of God. On these Jesus discourses. The first words 
which He speaks, meet the difficulty in the mind of the 
perplexed ruler of the Jews. Nicodemus is not dis- 
appointed. He expected a teacher, and finds what he 
expected. The Lord's first words shone upon the sub- 
ject, which had escaped Him and all the rest of the 
teachers, in their study of Holy Scripture. With the 
kingdom of God which they all looked for, Christ con- 
nected the work which must precede it. * You are right,' 
He said, * in expecting the kingdom of God, but before 
it can appear a work of preparation must be wrought, 
which has entirely escaped your observation.' 

As plainly as it is written that Messiah should set up 
the kingdom of heaven upon earth, so plainly is it written 
that He should do another work on earth before that, 
the result of which should be seen in Himself and in 
others. Man shall indeed rule upon the earth; but 
before that can take place his nature must be made over 
again. It must be brought out of the condition in which 
it existed in Adam into that other and higher condition 
into which the Son of God will bring it, in His own 
Person first, then in the persons of all who believe in 
Him. ^^How can a man be bom again?" The Spirit 
of God will do it You cannot with the natural intellect 
understand Him or His work. ^^ The Spirit breatheth 
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where He willeth, and thou hearest His voice, but canst 
not tell whence He cometh or whither He goeth. So is 
every one that is bom of the Spirit" The regeneration 
which perplexes you, the Spirit of God will bring to pass. 
Yea, it has already begun to be. This making over 
again of fallen humanity has begun to take place. It is 
a matter of experience as well as of revelation. He who 
has begun to remodel your nature announces to you the 
fact He speaks what He knows ; He testifies what He 
has seen. You ought to have learned from Holy Scrip- 
ture that such a thing would be. You are now taught 
that that is actually begun which the Holy Scriptures 
foretold. I tell you of it. Others will bear the same 
testimony. Those united to me will understand this 
matter. They will add their testimony to mine. The 
witness of both will be disbelieved. Nevertheless, the 
fact is as they testify. You want to hear of heavenly 
things, of the kingdom that cometh from heaven; you 
must understand first the earthly things — the work of 
re-creating the earthly. God made man upon this 
earth ; upon this earth He also remakes him. The Soii 
of God has come down from heaven to lay hold of this 
spoiled, this ruined creature. He will deliver it from 
the ruin which came upon it He will make it over 
again, more glorious than it was even before its ruin took 
place. You expect now to see the kingdom of God; 
that kingdom shall not be seen till a man be found who 
can go to God and claim it as his right. The first man 
forfeited his right That forfeited right must be recovered 
by some other man. Who will ascend unto God, and 
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demand the kiDgdotu promised to man? You are ex- 
pecting the kingdom. Has any man yet gone to claim 
it ? has his claim been allowed ? Nothing of the kind 
has yet taken place. "No man hath ascended up to 
heaven but He that came down from heaven, even the 
Son of man which is in heaven." One has come down 
from heaven — One who, while on earth, is in heaven. 
He has become upon the earth tho Son of man. He is 
not like other men, forgetful of heaven, but in it whilst 
absent from it. He must ascend to that place whence 
He hath descended. When He shall ascend. He will 
claim the kingdom. His claim will be allowed, and 
from God's right hand He will send forth earnests of 
that which He hath obtained; for He will heal the 
wound which the old serpent inflicted. The death which 
that wound made necessary must be suffered by Him, 
who in suffering shall destroy death and him who had 
the power of it The Son of man shall do this. And 
who is the Son of man? He is the Son of God. " For 
God so loved the world, that He sent into it His only- 
begotten Son." He came into this world Son of God. 
He became in it Son of man. He bringeth manhood 
into fitness for that unto which God hath predestinated 
it. All who shall trust in Him shall be made like Him ; 
and then shall reign with Him in this kingdom for which 
you hope. To Nicodemus, who expected at that time 
to see tlie wrath of God bum like fire against the wicked 
nations of the earth, the Lord proclaimed God as the 
God of love, sending His Son on a mission of love to 
suffer for the wicked, and to obtain for them the gift of 
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the Holy Ghost^ that they might be renewed and r^nade 
for the service of God. 

Christ said to Nicodemus^ ^ God is not going to judge 
the world yet He is now bent upon another work. He 
is going to judge His Son for the sins of the world, and 
to cause the tidings of that love to be proclaimed to the 
world. He will see how the world will receive it As 
men will receive it, they shall stand weU or iU in His 
sight This gift of God shall be made a touchstone on 
the earth before God sends the fire of His wrath upon it 
Men's characters will be detected and defined by the 
preaching of the Gospel as they never were by anything 
else. Some will believe in Christ, and put themselves 
into His hands. He will make them fit for God to use 
them ; and to an high use, indeed, will God put them. 
They shall under God, in Christ their Head, rule all 
things. Some will reject Christ, and count themselves 
unworthy of eternal life; they shall inherit shame and 
everlasting contempt The world, which slew God in 
their own nature manifested, shall be forgiven if they 
will allow Him whom they crucified to return them love 
for their hatred. But if they refuse Him who died for 
them, there is no other name whereby they can be saved; 
and they must perish for ever with him whose lie they 
prefer to the truth of God. The judgments written in 
Holy Scripture are suspended whilst the nations of the 
earth are upon their trial. After the trial will come the 
judgment God is not trying men as to whether they 
will keep His commandments (they have all broken 
them), but as to whether they will receive His Son 
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bringing salvation.' Nicodemus might have inferred 
from this discourse of the Lord what His disciples them- 
selves were so slow in learning — namely, that God was 
about to call the Gentiles to repentance. God sends not 
His judgment upon a fallen world merely, but upon a 
fallen world refusing to be raised from its fallen condition 
by the Son of God Himself. It is a world refusing to be 
saved that shall be damned. " This is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world ; and men loved dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." 
But that light shall visit all nations to try men. 

There are men everywhere who are endeavouring 
to escape from their evil ways. They will come to the 
light. They who are doing truth, who are trying to do 
the true straightforward righteous thing, in the con- 
dition wherein they are placed; who are aiming to do 
what becomes them as men, what accords with the truth 
of their being, and of their relations to other beings ; to 
ftdfil, as far as they know it, the true end of their ex- 
istence ; who are trying to work their work in God with 
reference to God; undertaking what they believe He 
has willed and commanded; carrying on the same in 
dependence upon His guidance and succour; hoping for 
His commendation as their reward — those who are 
making God the beginning anduhe end, and the ail- 
between of their work, as far as they know Him, they 
will come to the light. There are such in every land 
whom the Father is drawing unto the Son. The Son 
will go into every land seeking them, and when He hath 
foimd them and wrought out the will of God in them and 
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for them^ even their salvation, then, and not till then, 
will the judgments come, which you, Nicodemus, and 
your people are expecting — the judgments typified by 
the detnision of Adam and Eve from Paradise — by the 
deluge of the old world, by the burning of the cities of 
the plain, by the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host, by 
the extermination of the wicked inhabitants of Canaan, 
by all the inflictions of God's wrath which this wicked 
world hath witnessed, from the beginning, and shall 
experience to the end of time. For those who refuse to 
know God in Christ the lowest place is prepared, and 
the keenest suffering. Their guilt is deeper than that of 
the fallen angels. These never rejected God manifested 
in their own nature, to atone for their sin, to bear their 
curse, to renew them to repentance, to recover them 
to love. 

Christ, in turning away from the multitude who gazed 
upon His miracles, did thus show unto one of their 
teachers, and to all teachers in him, how they should 
gather unto Him the multitudes from whom He would 
never tui'n away, in the midst of whom He should 
receive His crown, and whom He would lead forth with 
Him to witness His judgments, whilst casting out of His 
kingdom "all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity." His discourse to Nicodemus is a summary of 
all truth. His first discourse is like His first sacrament, 
all-comprehensive. Baptism symbolizes the whole of 
Christianity, this discourse teaches it. It takes up 
twenty-one verses of the third chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. John, and treats of the whole work of 
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God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in our 
salvation. It announces the kingdom of God, and ex- 
plains the regeneration which precedes and prepares for 
it It sets forth the ground upon which the condem- 
nation of the world will proceed, and the character of the 
remnant who shall escape the condemnation. The Lord, 
in giving this summary of truth, seems to say to Nico- 
demus, and to all teachers for ever, — * Build up the 
people on this most holy faith ; make them to understand 
in detail all the doctrines here summed up ; then will you 
bring unto God a congregation from which He will 
never depart, a people in the midst of whom His glory 
shall abide for ever.' 

Finally, brethren, the two great blessings, resulting 
to us from the work of Jesus Christ, are Regeneration 
and the Engdom. When God is able to confide in us 
He will set us on high, above all His other creatures. 
He can confide in us in proportion as we become con- 
formed imto His Son. When we shall become perfectly 
like unto Him, in soul and body, God's confidence in us 
will be entire, and the proof of His confidence will be 
the consignment into our hands of the promised kingdom. 
Is it strange that God should give us to rule over, all 
things? He has done more already. He has given 
unto us Himself, by whom all things were made out of 
nothing. We have the regeneration now, partly in pos- 
session, partly in hope. Our spirit is born again in this 
life, our bodies shall be bom again at the resurrection. 
Both parts of regeneration are conveyed to us in the 
sacrament of baptism. Christ in that sacrament stands 

H 
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at the font, and pledges Himself to those who are there 
given to Him, and received by Him, that He will hold 
them unto Himself, until He shall have finished their 
regeneration, and introduced them into the kingdom. 
We are united to Christ to be partakers of His destinies, 
%o follow Him whithersoever He goeth. Men should 
study what their baptism means. They should expect 
from Christ's hand what He promised to do for them 
when He introduced them into His Church. They 
should wait on God continually for His Holy Spirit to 
give them the experience of that whereof they have 
already received the sacramental conveyance. They 
should rejoice in the present regeneration of that part of 
their being, wherein the work of making all things new 
has begun ; and should make the as yet unregenerated 
part obey that which has received the blessing. The 
heavens should rule, and that which is heaven begun in 
them should have the continual mastery over that which 
is earth remaining. The regenerated spirit should give 
law to the reason ; and the reason, enUghtened by the 
word of God, should guide into all ways of obedience 
unto God all the members of the body. Those who are 
striving to subdue the present body to the service of 
God, shall be filled with the hope of the glorified body, 
which will need no subjugation, but will be as free and 
as able to serve God as the regenerated soul itself. 
Those in whom the spirit is regenerated groan within 
themselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
tion of their body. It is natural and reasonable that 
those who have experienced the beginning of a work 
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should next desire its consummation. The beginning of 
Christ's work for us is the regeneration of our souls, the 
consummation of it is the regeneration of our bodies. 
Death is not His work at all, but that which He came 
to destroy. He hath abolished death, and His glory 
will be to see the proof of this in the inward and outward 
parts of the being of that creature to which He is united 
for ever. We are regenerated for the kingdom of God. 
Our hope of the kingdom will be in proportion to the 
extent of our preparation for it. All men instinctively 
desire to see, and to have, and to enjoy that for which 
they have been constituted, trained, and fitted. Amen, 
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SERMON V. 

THE WAY OF INFALLIBLE GUIDANCE 
IN GOD'S CHURCH. 

Rom. xii. 1-6. 

" I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed 
to this world : but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto 
me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think ; but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith . . . We being many, are one body in Christ." 

Self-righteousness and licentiousness are the two dan- 
gers to be avoided always in the Christian Church. 
Some proclaim the grace of God, and yet continue in 
sin ; others strive to escape from sin, without faith in 
the Gospel. Forgiveness of sin first, then holiness, is the 
Divine order. This order is seen in the portion of Holy 
Scripture before us, wherein the first topic is the mercy 
of God; the second, consecration to His service; the 
third, the manner or pattern of the service to be derived 
from God Himself; and, fourth, the conditions under 
which that pattern is given. 
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1st. He says, *^ I beseech you, — by the mercies of 
God," seeing that you have received mercy, be holy. 
The whole of the preceding part of the Epistle shows 
how all men need mercy, and how mercy has been shown 
to all. First, it is proved respecting the nations of the 
world at large. They all sinned against God ; they did 
not retain in purity and simplicity the truth given to 
them all in Adam, who heard the Gospel from the lips of 
God, and transmitted the same to his posterity, God's 
word they forgot or corrupted ; and His creation, which 
He stretched out before them, they did not look upon 
aright They did not infer from it the eternal power 
and Godhead of the Creator, and give Him glory, 
according to His wondrous works which they beheld. 
They did not look to the whole creation, to deduce 
thence a worthy conception of God ; but they took frag- 
ments of the creation and shaped them into idols, and 
said of them, ^ These are symbols and shrines of Deity ; 
here let us hope to meet with Him, and learn what He 
is.' This was their first sin. From it, as a fountain, 
flowed all the rest. They first degraded God, then 
themselves. God gave up to their own evil ways those 
who forsook Him, and all the world became guilty be- 
fore him. The chosen nation imitated the rest. God 
republished His Gospel unto the children of Israel. 
He gave them His types, and figures, and symbols, of 
good things to come. They abused them as the Gentiles 
had abused the creation. They followed in wickedness 
those who went before them, and became one with them 
in guilt All were involved in a common condemnation. 

ButGt)d had mercy upon alL He loved the worlds 
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and sent into It His onlj-begotten Son^ to be identified 
with the guilty bv incarnation^ and to be substituted for 
them upon the cross. He became their kinsman first, 
then their Redeemer. He took their flesh and bloody that 
He might die in their stead He became one with them, 
that He might have a right to undertake for them. That 
He might be able to become a curse. He took the nature 
of the accursed ones. So He was made sin for us who 
knew no sin, and reconciled us to God by His death. 
He died for our sins, that they might be expiated ; and 
obtained for us the Spirit of God, that we might by EBs 
power be made over again, in a condition in which sin 
should never any more defile us. God found us all 
miserable — miserable, because of guilt in the conscience 
^miserable, because of ingrained comiption, in the ^1, 
thoughts, and affections — miserable, because of subjec- 
tion to death — miserable, because of the tyranny of the 
devil. From all these evils the Son of God delivered 
our flesh, aiid brought unto us a salvation suited to all 
our necessities. He brought unto us mercies from God 
to meet all our miseries. *' Therefore," saith the Apostle^ 
since He hath so loved us, let us serve Him : '* present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto (rod, 
which is your reasonable service." Present your bodies 
before God, not that He may punish them for the sins 
which they have committed, but that they may live in 
His sight, and dd Him acceptable service. 

Here is consecration unto God, and the three marks 
of it — living, holy, acceptable; and all connected with 
the body, the outward and visible part of mian's being. 
The life of God is in our dpiHt> .but its ^ects- mttst be 
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shown forth in our body. Holiness Is in our spirit — the 
works of holiness are done by our body. Our body, 
though the vile body yet, is acceptable unto God while 
serving Him in the life and holiness of Christ God was 
not only well pleased with the personal obedience of His 
Son in flesh, but He is also well pleased with the obe- 
dience of the members of Christ, through whom the life 
which is in the Head of the Church, and the anointing 
which floweth from Him, find expression. 

** Present your bodies,'* saith the text, as witnesses 
for the regeneration unto which the spirit within them 
has attained — as witnesses for the seal of the Holy 
Ghost put upon the regenerate, after and in addition to 
their regeneration. Present them, so bearing this double 
witness unto the grace of God, and God will accept them ; 
Be will take pleasure in them. 

** Present your bodies a living sacrifice." All your 
bodies together are the one sacrifice. All together make 
the one body of Christ There are two sacrifices in 
which Gx)d delights. One has been ofiered already ; He 
Waits for the second. He has seen Christ's perfect obe- 
dience in our flesh. He desires to see the Church of 
Christ obeying as her Head and Saviour is able to make 
her obey. This is the reasonable service. It shows the 
reason of Christianity. The meaning of what Christ came 
for is not seen till this service be rendered. Men substi- 
tute other services for this, but this is the fruit which God 
desires to gather from all services. This is the service of 
the word — the service which God's word calls for, now 
especially since this Word hath become incarnate. It is 
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the service which the Word Himself hath rendered. 
That men should do the will of God with their bodies is 
the end of all religion. Means to this end must not be 
exultingly paraded before God, while the end itself is 
withheld from Him. 

But in the third place, to those who consecrate them- 
selves unto God, in gratitude for His mercies which they 
have received, a warning is given, that they take good 
heed whence they learn the way of serving Him whom 
they desu'e to serve. " Be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds/' 
Do not go to the world to learn from it how God is to 
be served, but learn the way to serve from God Himself. 
When Paul wrote this Epistle, that part of the world to 
which the Gospel first came was strivii]^ to give some- 
thing of its own character to the Christian religion, and 
so to hinder its true manifestation. The Jewish world 
was the first with which the testimony concerning Christ 
had to contend. It sought to conform Christianity to 
itself; to impose its marks upon Christians. The conflict 
of St Paul's life was resistance to that effort. After 
the Jewish form would come the Greek and the Roman, 
the Barbarian and the Scythian, and all the forms in 
which human society should be moulded ' Take heed,' 
said the Apostle, ^ lest you be taught the fear of God by 
the precept of men. Let not those whom you are bound 
to teach and fashion, teach and fashion you. You are not 
to wear the cast-off raiment of Jews or Greeks, but to 
be clothed in new apparel made for the sons of God.' 
The first worship on earth was in a grove or garden in 
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Pai'adise. Also from the beginning high places were 
chosen. The altar of earth or stone was itself an eleva- 
tion. But the Jews were warned against worshipping in 
groves and high places after the Law was given. When 
Grod gave his perfect typical form. His people were called 
away from the traditions in which men had corrupted 
themselves. So the Christian Church was called away 
from imitating Jews or Gentiles, to attend entirely to the 
lesson which God was teaching her. 

The words conformed and transformed in the text are 
remarkable. They are from the same root in English, 
but the Greek words translated by them are not from 
the same root. The first is derived from the Greek 
word which means habit; the second from the Greek 
word which means form. Therefore, the most exact 
meaning of the expressions is this : * Do not have 
common habits with the world, but receive a transforma- 
Hon from God.' A habit is something extraneous which 
you put on. A form is that which is part of yourself, — 
the shape which your nature grows into, — the expres- 
sion of your life, — the covering of your substance. 
* Now,' the Apostle says, * the manner of your service 
rendered unto God must not be putting on a habit, a 
masquerade dress, derived from without; it must be a 
form developed, springing up from a life within you, — 
the Author of which life is God in Christ' The Jews 
sought to give their circumcision and ritual to Christ's 
Church ; the Greeks undertook to teach Christians how 
to think and speak aright of Christian mysteries ; the 
Roman modelled the government of God's Church as he 
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did that of his provinces. The Jewish ritualist, the 
Greek philosopher, the Koman ruler, stood before the 
infant Church with their several habits, their changeable 
suits of apparel. The Apostle of Christ also stood be- 
fore the Church, and uttered a cry which shall save the 
Church whenever faith shall be found to give heed to it. 
* Take not your habits from men, — derive your form 
from God. Be not conformed to this world, to this 
age, to the natural, which hath been nailed to the cross, 
and buried out of sight ; but be conformed to Him who 
has changed the natural into the supernatural, — who 
has brought in resurrection and the kingdom, and forms 
expressive of them. The Church melted by the love of 
God, should be poured into God's own mould, and it is 
this, — " Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind." Let God continually make His mind known to 
you, that your mind may be renewed by His. Let Him 
inform your mind, — improve your mind, — instruct your 
mind,— advance your mind,— from one degree of in- 
telligence to another. Be not fixed and stereotyped in 
any condition which this world has attained unto, and in 
which it would always retain you ; but be ever growing, 
ever making progress, ever becoming new, yet still re- 
maining the same, — as the tiny plant which has sprung 
from the acorn is the same as the matured tree which 
stretches towards heaven its thousand branches, — as the 
same identical person, once a babe at the breast, bocomes 
a full-grown man. The mind which is growing is con- 
tinually altering, and yet remains ever the same mind.' 
*Let your mind grow,' said the Apostle, 'by contact, by 



GUIDANCE IN GOD's CHXJKCH. 107 

commtinlcation with the mind of God. Let your old 
mind of yesterday be changed into a new mind of to-day, 
by increased intelligence derived from God, and do not 
let your attainment of to-day be rested in as the ne plus 
uUra. There is no ne plus ultra in your condition. The 
growth of your mind shall never cease till the finite have 
risen to the stature of the Infinite. Ye who consecrate 
yourselves to God, because ye love Him who hath first 
loved you, let Him speak unto you, — let Him show you 
the pattern, — let Him make known to you His will, — 
let no Jew, no Greek, no Roman, shape you. You are 
God's workmanship. You are God's building. You are 
Christ^s house. No one knows how to make a house for 
Christ, but He Himself. Can a beast build a house for 
a man ? Can a man, or can all men, build a house for 
Gk>d? The Church is instructed that the form which 
she is to assume, and the form which her service must 
take, result from the renewing of the mind. ** Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind," said the 
Apostle in another place. If every man, much more the 
Church collectively. The transformation flows from 
mind meeting mind, — mind of God giving to mind of 
man,— mind of man receiving from mind of God. 
Where God's mind is not expressed, where man's mind 
hath not been instructed, how can the transformation 
proceed ? — the passing from one form to another, higher 
and nearer perfection, — from glory in a lower, to glory 
in a further degree of development? Where God's 
Scriptures are not read, — where God's Spirit, who alone 
can explain them, is not allowed to do so, — where 
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ministers of Christ are not permitted to speak as oracles 
of God, — where intercourse by speech is broken oflF be- 
tween heaven and earth, there can be no renewing of 
mind ; and if no renewing of mind, then no transforma- 
tion. The Church of God receives riot its direction from 
fanatical impulse, — it is the creature of Divine intelli- 
gence. " Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect, will of God," — unto your ascertaining 
and putting to trial what is the will of God, — the good, 
acceptable, and perfect will. God has constituted His 
Church for this end, that it might learn from Him con- 
tinually, and put in practice His will, — ^His good, accept- 
able, and perfect will; — His will, — not the will of an- 
other, which in mercy He may tolerate, and in wisdom 
overrule, but His own desire, that which He would have 
known and done. His good will, — not a second thought, 
as it were, a device in reserve, which He has recourse to 
when His first volition is negatived, — but His good will, 
— His first thought, — His most perfect way, — that 
which is wholly acceptable unto Him, entirely deve- 
loped, and fully matured. God has been overruling from 
the beginning of the world. In the Church, more was to 
be attained. In it God was to be seen ruling, — making 
known directly, plainly, perfectly. His will, and leading 
men into the performance of it. The history of mankind 
is the record of a struggle on man's part to make God 
fall back from His perfect way upon expedients. His 
perfect way of ruling Israel was by David's sons. He 
was compelled to rend the kingdom and give ten tribes 
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to Jeroboam. He had a good^ and acceptable^ and per- 
fect will for His Church, had we and our fathers been 
willing that the same should be made known and exe- 
cuted. 

The question which has often been discussed about 
the infallibility of the Church, receives an explanation 
and an answer from the portion of Holy Scripture which 
we are now considering. No doubt God had a provision 
for making His Church perfectly to know His good, ac- 
ceptable, and perfect will; and that provision is inti- 
mated here. If God had an instrumentality by which 
He could express His mind, and with His mind inform 
the Church, then infallible guidance was possible to the 
Church. Yea, more, the Church could not only be 
guided into all truth, but preserved from all sin. For 
there is no sin in the good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God, as there is no darkness in His mind. Let it 
only be established that His mind can communicate with 
the mind of His Church, then is the reign of darkness 
ended. Let His will be done in the Church, and there 
is no place for sin. The way by which infallible 
guidance should be attained is here set forth : 1st. Let 
the people who love God because of the incarnation and 
death of His Son consecrate themselves unto God, in 
the life and in the anointing of Christ ; speaking sacra- 
mentally, as baptized, and as sealed or confirmed in 
Christ. 2d. Let them not receive their word of com- 
mand, their key-note, from any fleshly leadership. 3d. 
Let them receive the mind of God upon what Israel 
ought to be and to do. 4th. Let them expect to be 
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taught of God, — verily God will teach them. He will 
tell them what is good in His sight, — what is accept- 
able to Him, — what He holds to be perfect All this 
He will show them, and enable them to do it Thus 
may the Church have infallible guidance, and security 
against falling into temptations. Observe, God gives no 
promise to guide men into true conclusions when they 
plunge into the metaphysics of revelation, — when they 
try to do what Christ rebuked Nicodemus for attempting, 
—to penetrate with the intellect the mysteries of spi- 
ritual operation. He has not promised to guide those in- 
fallibly who resist His guidance, — who violate the con- 
ditions upon which that guidance was proflFered and 
guaranteed unto them. * Preach the Gospel, teach the 
ordinances, observe all things which I have commanded, 
then I am with you alway.' But if the charges have 
been neglected, shall the ensuing promise be performed 
notwithstanding? They who said of old, ** We be Abra- 
ham's children," were scattered to the four winds of 
heaven, because they had not Abraham's faith. Thesy 
who thought they stood in the Christian Church, were 
warned to take heed lest they should fall. The visible 
Jewish Church looked up with fanatical gaze and 
delusive hope to the mountains round about Jerusalem 
for the help that Messiah should bring to them in their 
sore distress, when the city was beleagured, and the 
temple within the grasp of the enemies. They did this 
after crucifying Jesus and mocking at the Holy Ghost, 
and driving out from the midst of them, with cruel per- 
secution, the Apostles and other ministers of Christ The 
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visible Christian Church will boast of infallibility, whilst 
in the condition of the drunken harlot on the back of the 
scarlet-coloured beast A more terrible fulfilment of 
Christ's words than the fall of the Jewish Church exhi- 
bited is yet to be seen upon the earth. ** If the blind 
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch." The blind 
who are led are not without blame, for it is written: 
'*The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear 
rule by their means, and my people love to have it so." 

The infallible guidance of the Church is bound up 
with the true intelligent consecration of the laity to the 
service of God, as much as with the completeness of the 
instrumentality for teaching and guiding them. It is to 
the body of believers, and not to an elite of ministers and 
office-bearers, that Paul says, "Present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service." If the people of God hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, then a door is opened for the 
ministers of Christ to labour among them. A people 
declining from the ways of God, become impatient of 
those whose office it is to teach and set up those ways. 
Why did the Galatians so easily turn away from Paul, 
who came unto them in the grace of Christ? Why did 
the Corinthians suffer fools gladly? Why did they 
demand a proof of Christ speaking in His servant, after 
all the credentials of his mission which they had seen ? 
Why were the overwhelming claims of the Apostle upon 
their confidence so easily set aside, and the baseless pre- 
tensions of impostors and ministers of Satan so readily 
admitted? Because the heart of the people had begun 
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to depart from God, and was tormented by the presence 
of whosoever witnessed for Him. In their sight Paul 
had one blemish, which counterbalanced all his gifts and 
endowments, and made them prefer the pretenders — ^he 
laboured to produce in the people righteousness and true 
holiness. If a man will search into the history of the 
Church he will find that generally, if not always, the 
declension of a large proportion of the people from God 
preceded, and mainly caused, adulteration of doctrine and 
corruption of worship by the clergy. The people com- 
pelled Aaron to make the image of jealousy. On the 
other hand, the cry of the people for help has always 
made room for the deliverance of God to appear. Our 
chief ground of hope, now, that God will not draw back 
His hand is, that an awakening unto righteousness has 
begun in His Church. Ancient hopes have been re- 
vived, and new and strong desires for perfection have 
sprung up. Let the congr^ations be obedient to these 
strivings of the grace of God within them, and God will 
be able to lead them forward, and give them all the 
means and ordinances needful for their progress and per- 
fecting. For it is the whole body of His people whom 
He wanteth to transform by the renewing of their mind 
— to the whole Church He would make known His good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will. 

The condition upon which God can do all this for 
His Church is expressed in the text. His Church must 
abide before Him as the body of Christ, Whatever 
hinders the Church from being truly and practically the 
body of Christ, makes infallible guidance so far impos- 



GUIDANCE IN GOD^ CBUBCH. 113 

aible.^ Christ is the. centre of infallibility* "Iii HiW 
dwelleth all the fulness bfthe Godhead bodily." **Weare 
pomplete in Him ; ^ that is^ being in Him^ and undier Him^ 
we are filled out of His. fulness^ according to our mea^ 
sure of capacity. The treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge are in Him. He must have the Churchy not 
theoretically biit practiccdly^ in His hands^ in order that 
those treasures may b6 communicated to His people. 
'He is the Head of the Church. He is also the Sayioun 
pf the body. He is Head firsts then Saviour. He is 
Head of the Churchy of those whom God calls oiit of the 
world. God has an election in the world. He calls i( 
out from the world. He calls it out to be under guidance^ 
He gathers it under a Head. When He brought thq 
;lypical people? out of Egypt, and led them through the 
desert into Qanaan, He delivered them. He guided 
them into, and established them in their land, by leaders 
whom He appointed. Each man did not hear God's 
call for himself, like another Abraham in all respects^ 
and take measures for himself accordingly, and traverse 
the whole road by himself, as best he could, between the 
house of bondage and the pleasant land. The Church of 
God, the true Israel, is gathered under a Head. Hearing 
God's call, accepting the Head appointed unto them by 
God, consenting to be His body, and expressing their 
consent by giving themselves to be baptized in His name^ 
they come into the condition of knowing Him as a 
Saviour. The Church has a Head — the Saviour saves 
ft body. 

The first efibrt of the eneiay hiis been to destroy 

1 
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Christ's Headship in the Church. When that eflfbtt 
shall 1)6 whblly successful, the body of the religious shall 
become, not the body of a Saviour, but the body of a 
destroyer — the host of him '^ whose coming is aft^ ^ 
working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lyii:^ 
wonders, and all deceivableness of unrighteousness," who 
shall lead them to perdition. The Headship of Christ 
has not been entirely destroyed in His Church — there 
are still vestiges of it everywhere; but the mystery of 
lawlessness began to work in the days of those who 
received the first commission to bring the people into the 
obedience of faith in Christ. That mystery has worked 
with increasing energy ever since. Who can" tell how 
near is its full revelation ? Its working has not yet pre- 
vailed to destroy Christ's authority in the visible Churcb> 
but it has greatly weakened that authority. One victory 
has been gained by the mystery of iniquity, and that 
victory carried the Church into Babylon. Another and 
more terrible one shall be gained, the issue of which will 
be the destruction of Babylon as by a mighty conflagrar 
tion, and the appearance in its stead, upon the stage df 
this world, of the terrible beast covered with names of 
blasphemy, who cometh up out of the bottomless pit 
and goeth into perdition, whom the Lord will cast into 
the lake of fire. The mystery of lawlessness prevailed 
to bring in Babylon, the mother of Antichrist, and also 
shall yet prevail to bring in Antichrist himself, who will 
slay his own mother and bum his own city — like tlie 
wicked Emperor of Rome, one of the first and completest 
typ(^ of the wicked one. 
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He who is now hindering^ said Paul> shall hinder till 
he be taken out of the way. . The ministers of God 
which stood for Christ — Paul himself^ whose whole life 
was a struggle to defend the Headship of the Lord over 
Hiis Church, and the ministers standing in him and 
with him — were removed, and Babylon was the result. 
Apostles and Prophets, and all holy ministers of Christ 
in the Holy Ghost, restored again to heal Babylon if she 
will be healed, or to save a remnant at the least from 
her sin and judgment, shall hinder for a time the last 
fttiumph of the mystery of lawlessness. But when they 
•hall be taken away, the wicked one shall be revealed 
ff ithout let or hindrance,' to work all the evil which the 
devil can draw forth from the heart of reprobate human 
society. The first quenching of God's Spirit, against 
which He warned His Church, provoked God, the God 
of order, to permit the building of great Babylon, the 
eity of confusion; the second quenching shall provoke 
the God of long-suffering and forbearance to allow full 
action to that strong delusion, that energy of wandering, 
which honoureth as God's Christ Himself the very 
embodied lie — the man of sin — the wilful king — the 
beast out of the bottomless pit — the last Antichrist 
The rejection of Apostles in the beginning was followed 
by the tyranny of kings, and popes, and popular assem^ 
biles. The rejection of Apostles at the end of the dis- 
pensation shall be followed by the perfect wickedness 
W:hich all those forms of misgovemment foreshadowed 
find prepared for. In the same proportion as the Head- 
§hip of Christ in His Church has been interfered with^ 
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some part of Christ's salration — of His perfect deliver- 
ance — has been hindered from appearing to the glory 
of God. 

The form of expression used in the words before VA 
h remarkable. I beseech you^ brethren, to serve QoA, 
perfectly— to let His mind inform your mind— to be 
iiready at His disposal for the learning and doing of His 
J)erfect will ; for I have to speak to you of something 
which imperils all this. Observe the for in the third 
verse^ which leads us back to that which went before. 
I beseech you, he said ; I am earnest with you in thi^ 
matter of the perfect service of God by His Church, be^ 
cause I see working amongst you an element, which, if it 
gain the mastery, will entirely prevent its being rendered 
unto Him. There is that in the midst of you which, if 
not put away, will disturb the equilibrium — -will mar the 
beauty — will break the proportion — and ultimately de^ 
stroy the integrity of the Church of God. All that I 
have urged upon you concerning holiness will be attained 
by you, if you preserve your consciousness of being the 
body of Christ — if you will remember that the body id 
not one member, but many. " For as we have many 
members in one body, and all members have not the 
same office ; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another." I insist upon 
this truth concerning the body, because I have to say 
" to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man th0 
ineasure of faith." Paul feared that some one meiob^ 
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in that Church of Rome would grow with an exaggerated 
and monstrous growth, to the injury, and perhaps to th^ 
suppression of others. He feared lest the Church should 
lose its distinguishing mark as Christ's bodj, and become 
instead the body of a man — not a body in which a glo- 
rious Head should be seen, with every member in due 
place and proportion under it, working with liberty, 
harmoniously and effectually, but a body without a head ; 
and instead of a head, another member occupying the 
place of the head — a horrid, unsightly miscreation. 

Let us consider attentively the Apostle's words : "I 
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
Ihat is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think soberly." " Through 
the grace given unto me," is a form of expression in- 
tended to bespeak the greatest attention. ^ I have some- 
thing to say now which my apostolic place specially 
authorises and constrains me to say.' What is the pecu^ 
liarity of the apostolic office ? I would say, in a few 
words, to guard the Headship of Christ in the Church ; 
to bring the body of Christ — the Church — into the con- 
dition of readiness to be presented to Him. I said in a 
previous Sermon, that when Apostles, and the ministries 
which stand with them, had disappeared from the Church, 
the idea of the Church as the body of Christ almost en-, 
tirely disappeared with them. To convey the Spirit of 
the Head into the body by the laying on of their hands^ 
and to prepare the body for the appearing and kingdons 
of the Lord, is the double work of Apostles, tjie parts of 
whicb are l^indred. The first tends to give the Holy 
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{Grhogt full possession of the Church of God; the secimdi 
to preserve liberty of operation unto Him until the worl^ 
should be finished which He had come down from thQ 
Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ to accomplish; 
The grace; giv^n unto the Apostle compelled him specially 
to speak when anythingwas happening which would violate 
jthe order set in the Church of God. Paul s^eemed to 
sa75 ^I cannot permit — the grace given unto me will 
allow me no rest if I permit — mj one to take too much 
upon himself in the Church. It is Christ's house, and I 
am His servant His authority in the house must be 
maintained ; and the honour of being His only^ which 
belongs to the house^ must be maintained likewise^^ 
What was it^ then, that the grace given unto Paul com** 
pdled him to say ? '^ I say to every man that is among 
you." How comprehensive are the words I He seema 
to make every soul in the Church stand up to hear-^ 
every man to pass in array. " I say to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly." " Of 
himself," you know, is not expressed in the originals 
The literal rendering is, ^ Let no man be thinking 
highly, beside, or contrary to, what he ought to be 
thinking.' Let no man take upon him what God has 
not laid upon him. Let a man exercise his gift in the 
spirit of one knowing and confessing that others also have 
gifts to exercise. Let every man be sober, and keep 
within the measure which God has assigned him ; ac^ 
cording to which measure, within and up to the fiiU 
extent of which, he is at Uberty to trust in God; but 
beyond whichj^ to trust in God would be presumptiooif 
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Let no man take a place which would destroy his true 
^relationship to all others^ who have places as well as h^ 
ii the body of Christ. We are many members^ and have 
different gifts^ and but one Head and Lord, 

No doubt the Apostle is here admonishing the Church 
in Rome against the very evil which was about to appear 
especially in it^ and which is to be seen in its history. 
The various warnings addressed to the Churches in the 
beginning are wonderfully adapted to the subsequent 
history of €ach Church. Writing to the Grreeks, the 
Apostle warned against schism in these fearful words-^ 
** If any man destroy the temple of God, him will Grod 
destroy." In the East, schism has triumj^ed. Writing 
to the Church of Rome, he warned against usurpation^ 
against disobedience to the civil power, against intolerance 
of disagreement upon questions of doubtfol character— 
the very sins which have carried away the Western 
Church. 

The Church in Rome was taught the way of infallible 
guidance into the knowledge of God's will, and was 
warned against the sin which would render such guid- 
ance impossible. The doctrine concemmg infallible 
guidance has been retained, and the sin has been com- 
mitted. The first triumph of the enemy is preventing 
truth from being maintained; the second is making 
those who maintain it in word the chief deniers of it in 
practice. Blessed are they whose testimony is true, and 
whose works do not belie their testimony ; who do not 
destroy with one hand what they build up with the 
othen 
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Finally, bretbren, let us not disappoint the Lord, and 
turn in His hand as others before us have done. God 
has shown unto us His love ; He has caused us to hear 
His Gospel; .we have been taught concerning Christ's 
identity with us. His substitution for us, and His head- 
ship over us; we have learned the mystery of the oin^ 
body and of the one Spirit; we know the joints and 
bands by which the body is united unto its Head ; we 
know the channels through which the Spirit is admi- 
nistered and diffused throughout the body; we know 
what are indeed the means of grace, and what is th^ 
hope of glory. Let us not boast as if we had procured 
all these things for ourselves, or of ourselves discovered 
them when provided for us. Let us give glory to Godi 
•rejoicing in His mercy which He hath shown us, yielding 
4o the grace which He now giveth unto us, and hoping 
for the glory which shall be revealed in us, for His sake 
who alone is worthy — the Lamb who was slain, and 
lose again from the dead, and liveth for ever. Amen. 
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